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Thank you for your letter of 8 March 2012, inviting Tourism Western Australia (Tourism WA) to 
make a submission to the above inquiry. 

At the outset, it is appropriate for me to acknowledge the tragic outcome of the 2011 Kimberley 
Ultramarathon, with a number of competitors suffering burn injuries and two female competitors 
being very seriously burned. On behalf of Tourism WA I would like to sincerely express our regret 
at this unfortunate conclusion to the event, and assure you of our cooperation in the Committee's 
inquiry and in efforts to ensure that the risk of injury to competitors is mitigated as far as possible 
in future events. 

The Terms of Reference for the Inquiry (in particular terms b, d and e) raise matters relevant to 
Tourism WA. 

Terms d and e focus on the specific circumstances of the Kimberley Ultramarathon and the role of 
Tourism WA. Information relevant to these terms is set out in the Attachment to this letter. 

Term b raises a number of important issues relating to the proper role of Tourism WA in the 
sponsorship of events in the State, and bearing on the way that Tourism WA carries out its 
statutory mandate. In addition to specific information on the Kimberley Ultramarathon event, the 
Attachment contains submissions on these matters. The submissions may be summarised as 
follows: 

1 In relation to events, Tourism WA has a range of functions, including both sponsorship 
and management. All of these functions are within the scope of section 13 of the 
Western Australian Tourism Commission Act 1983. 

2 Tourism WA rarely manages events; but when it does, it bears responsibility for the 
efficient and safe conduct of the event. 

3 Some events involve a degree of inherent and "obvious" risk for competitors. This is 
particularly the case for the category of events which have become known as 
"adventure sports". These events present particular event management challenges for 
the event holders. 

4 When Tourism WA sponsors events, it is not in a position of control over the 
management of the event. The contractual terms used by Tourism WA distinguish 
between the role of Tourism WA as sponsor, and the role of the event manager who has 
control and takes responsibility for all aspects of the management of the event. 
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5 However, as an agent of the State, Tourism WA recognises that sponsorship which 
employs the funds of the State must be responsible sponsorship. 

6 In fixing a standard of responsible sponsorship, it is essential to strike a proper balance 
between a number of factors: 

• 

• 

• 

• 

• 

the statutory objectives of promoting the State as an event destination, and 
maximising tourism outcomes, 

the need for Government to provide sponsorship for events where benefit to 
the State is significant, but not necessarily adequately attractive to private 
enterprise sponsors (resulting in market failure unless the State provides 
funding assistance), 

the limited role of the sponsor, 

the degree of inherent risk involved in the event activity, and 

the need to ensure that the State's funds are not used to facilitate events that 
are dangerous because they are poorly managed. 

7 Tourism WA believes that where an event involves inherent risk to competitors, 
responsible sponsorship involves: 

• requiring the event manager to demonstrate that it has a competent risk 
management plan; and 

• carrying out a "due diligence" investigation to ensure that the event organiser 
has the capability to run the event competently and safely, and is of good 
standing in the relevant field of activity. 

8 There is a risk that if Tourism WA as an event sponsor is required to exercise control 
over event planning and organisation, it will be forced into the role of "shadow" event 
manager. This would potentially expose Tourism WA and the State to legal liability, add 
to the cost of sponsorship and constrain the ability of Tourism WA to discharge its 
statutory functions effectively. 

The measures referred to in paragraph 7 above (requiring presentation of a risk management 
plan, and advance due diligence) were taken in relation to the 2011 Kimberley Ultramarathon. It 
should be noted that the requirement for the event holder to have a risk management plan has 
been a contractual requirement of Tourism WA sponsorship for many years. 

However, the unfortunate circumstances that occurred with this event have sharpened Tourism 
WA's focus on the effectiveness of its due diligence process, and on how to ensure that the event 
holder has a competent risk management plan. Tourism WA believes that it has adopted 
appropriate measures of responsible sponsorship as a basis for our future event sponsorship 
activities, and is continuing to examine opportunities for further improvement. 

I trust the detailed material in the Attachment and annexed documents will be of assistance to the 
Committee. 

~ 

AVID LOWE 

4 April2012 

Attach 
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Background -Tourism WA and the Kimberley Ultramarathon 

1 The Western Australian Tourism Commission is a body corporate under the Western 
Australian Tourism Commission Act 1983. It trades under the name Tourism Western 
Australia. A number of the Commission's activities relating to events are carried out 
through Eventscorp, which is a division of the Commission. The Commission (including 
Eventscorp) is referred to in this submission as Tourism WA. 

2 The idea of holding an adventure sport footracing event was first suggested to Tourism 
WA by a film company in November 2008. 

3 Shortly afterwards (early 2009), Tourism WA received a direct approach from 
RacingThePianet Events Limited (RTP), a company incorporated in Hong Kong and 
engaged in the conduct of long-distance endurance footraces. RTP advised that it was 
considering conducting one leg of its "4 Desert" race series in Western Australia in April 
2010. RTP sought assistance in making arrangements for the event. 

4 Tourism WA provided introductions to local stakeholders and assistance with facilitating 
arrangements for the 2010 event, including provision of maps and information about 
climatic conditions. However, Tourism WA was not in a budgetary position to provide 
sponsorship at this time and the opportunity was not pursued beyond some initial pre
feasibility work. 

5 The 2010 event, a 250 kilometre race, was held in the Kimberley between 25 April and 1 
May 2010. 

6 In October 2010, Tourism WA received a follow-up contact from RTP advising of its 
plans to hold another event in the Kimberley in 2011 due to the success of the 2010 
event. This was to be a shorter race (1 00 km as opposed to the 250 km race in 201 0) 
and was to be known as the "Kimberley Ultramarathon". 

7 Tourism WA negotiated a sponsorship agreement with RTP for the Kimberley 
Ultramarathon, over a period of some months. However, the sponsorship agreement 
was not signed until 30 August/1 September 2011, after Cabinet gave approval for the 
allocation of Royalties for Regions funding on 22 August. 

8 The Kimberley Ultramarathon was held on 2 September 2011. A bushfire crossed the 
course of the race and 8 runners were trapped by the fire. Four sustained injuries 
requiring hospitalisation and of these, two female competitors suffered critical burn 
injuries. 

9 The 2011 Kimberley Ultramarathon event was fully committed to go ahead before 
Tourism WA committed to sponsorship; and due to the events that occurred, no 
sponsorship funds have been paid out for the event. RTP has made no claim for 
payment and Tourism WA has not offered to make payment. 

10 The sponsorship agreement between Tourism WA and RTP contained an option to 
sponsor events in the two following years, 2012 and 2013. Having regard to the 
outcome of the 2011 event the Tourism WA Board of Commissioners decided not to 
exercise the sponsorship option for 2012 and 2013. 

11 Tourism WA has paid $84,609 to Beyond Television Group Pty Limited, under a 
separate contract for filming of the Kimberley Ultramarathon event. This amount 
represents costs incurred in filming but does not represent the total amount which would 
have been payable under the filming contract had it been successfully completed. 
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12 A more detailed account of the event development process for the Kimberley 
Ultramarathon is set out below in the section headed 'Event Development Process -
Kimberley Ultramarathon'. Other sections of this document deal with the functions of 
Tourism WA, and specific issues relating to event sponsorship. 

Strategic role and focus of Tourism WA 

13 The functions of the Western Australian Tourism Commission are set out in section 13 
of the Western Australian Tourism Commission Act 1983. Three of these functions refer 
specifically to the role of Tourism WA in relation to events: 

(a) to promote or to support and co-ordinate the promotion of Western 
Australia as a holiday, event and convention destination ... ; 

(c) to develop or to facilitate the development of proposals for events and 
conventions; 

(d) to organize and administer or to assist in the organization and 
administration of events and conventions; ... 

14 To support and facilitate these opportunities and position Western Australia as a 
recognised events destination for locals and visitors, Tourism WA undertakes a 
spectrum of involvement depending on the event. The spectrum ranges: 

• from free listing of events on Tourism WA's consumer website, 

• through event facilitation (introductions and assistance, for example with 
stakeholder contacts and relevant authorities), 

• to event sponsorship, and 

• at the maximum involvement end of the spectrum, to acting as "event holder'' 
(ie promoter or event manager). 

15 Event tourism makes a significant contribution to Western Australia's economy each 
year. This includes major international, national and regional events and smaller events 
supporting local economies and community wellbeing. It is estimated that for the 
financial year 201 0/11 the total value contributed by events was approximately $71.5m 
($35.5 million direct spend, $36 million media impact). 

16 The roles of Tourism WA as an event sponsor or event holder reflect the fact that the 
private sector will not support (or will not support to a level that they are self sufficient) 
some types of events that are considered to benefit the State of Western Australia, and 
therefore warrant Government support. However, it should also be noted that some 
events secured by Tourism WA via a bid are lucrative for the event holder, as well as 
producing significant flow-on benefit to the State. 

17 In 2012, Tourism WA will sponsor over 84 events (Annex 1). This represents an 
increase from 71 events in 2011 and 44 in 2010. 

18 A number of the 84 events are recurring including the Hopman Cup, Australasian Safari, 
lronman Western Australia Triathlon and Sculptures by the Sea. Others are new, 
reflecting opportunities to grow, develop and add to the range of events included in the 
events calendar for Western Australia. 
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19 The overall intent of Tourism WA in sponsoring these 84 events in 2012 is to ensure the 
development of an exciting and diverse calendar of sporting, cultural and regional 
events. This targets the most beneficial and sustainable range of events for Western 
Australia and is designed to generate positive tourism outcomes by attracting more 
visitors, increasing levels of economic returns and media exposure, creating a 
compelling and powerful brand and aiding regional dispersal. 

20 Desired tourism outcomes facilitated through the sponsorship process may include 
attracting participants from interstate and overseas, filming and marketing of Western 
Australia, promotion of travel packages, inclusion of visiting journalist programs and pre
event familiarisations, and in broadcast signage, postcards and on screen graphics. 
These sponsorship outcomes are designed to extract the maximum benefit for the State 
from an event. 

21 A growing contribution to the event calendar in Western Australia is being made by 
adventure/challenge sports. Fifteen events or approximately 20°/o fall broadly into this 
category in 2012 as identified in the table in Annex 2. These events include 
windsurfing, triathlons, mountain biking and off-road adventure races, reflecting the 
growing popularity of these types of events and the need to provide and facilitate 
opportunities for these to be held within the State. 

22 This is consistent with worldwide trends over the past 20 years where there has been an 
emergence of new sporting forms that have presented alternatives and potential 
challenges to conventional sports. Adventure/challenge sports are dynamic, innovative, 
spontaneous and informal by nature. Underpinning the many forms that these take is a 
consistent culture that is about being involved and taking part in adventurous physical 
activity. 

23 These sports attract participants because they provide for social interaction with other 
people who share similar attitudes, interests and lifestyles. Adventure sports are viewed 
as providing an opportunity to push personal limits and thresholds and take part in 
activities that require both physical and mental endurance. 

24 The upward trend in adventure sports is supported by the evidence outlined in Annex 3. 
This relates to the series of events that were initially covered by Tourism WA's Western 
Australian Action Event Series. The WA Action Events Series, which was endorsed by 
the Tourism WA Board in August 2009, focuses on developing a range of highly 
acclaimed, world-class Western Australian action sports events that will grow over time 
and be synonymous with Western Australia so that they cannot be readily relocated or 
replicated elsewhere. 

25 The WA Action Event Series initially targeted five events with the key objective to 
elevate these to generate strong media coverage showcasing the events and 
associated imagery of Perth and regional Western Australia. This concept reflected the 
growth in these particular events, the global audience and the cross market appeal of 
these events. 

26 The WA Action Event Series aims to highlight the extraordinary experiences available in 
WA and showcase the unique location of each event through regular TV programming, 
with Tourism WA having input into each program and its production. The Kimberley 
Ultramarathon event was added to this series in 2011. 
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The distinction between event holder and event sponsor 

27 The statutory and strategic role of Tourism WA, as outlined above, recognises event 
sponsorship as a core activity. 

2B Tourism WA does, on appropriate occasions, engage in event management. However, 
this activity involves a much higher level of resourcing, funding and risk. Generally, 
event management is undertaken by Tourism WA only for an event that is classified as 
a Major Event and offers significant benefit to the State, but is unable to attract private 
sector event managers (usually because projected financial returns are not sufficient). 

29 An example of an event where Tourism WA has taken the management role is the WA 
round of the VB Supercar Championship Series. The 2010 event in WA was cancelled 
after the breakdown of the relationship between VB Supercars Australia and the former 
WA event manager, the Western Australian Sporting Car Club. The WA Government 
identified the event as one that should be retained in WA. The only solution acceptable 
to all parties was for Tourism WA to take over full responsibility for the WA event under 
a contract with VB Supercars Australia, and sub-contract full event management, 
including financial responsibility, to the Western Australian Sporting Car Club. On this 
basis the Series returned to WA, starting in May 2011. 

30 Event management (referred to by Tourism WA as the "event holder'' role) means the 
operational planning and management (including full responsibility for) of an event. 

Event sponsorship means facilitating the conduct of an event by meeting or 
contributing to the cost via sponsorship funding. 

31 The dividing-line between event management and event sponsorship is control and 
responsibility. The event manager controls the operational planning and management 
of the event. The event sponsor contributes money, but has no control. 

32 In some cases, the dividing line between event sponsorship and event management can 
be blurred, because the event sponsor seeks to exercise a measure of control over the 
conduct of the event. Tourism WA endeavours to avoid this blurring of responsibilities, 
for two reasons: 

• First, event management is an expert field and the interference of a sponsor 
who does not have the relevant expertise creates a risk of reduction in the 
quality and safety of the event. 

• Second, involvement in the control of an event carries potential legal risk. The 
event manager knows of this risk, manages it and insures against it. The 
sponsor who becomes involved in event management may not have an 
accurate perception of the risk being undertaken, and is unlikely to have 
appropriate resources to manage the risk or insurance to cover it. 

33 Recent US legal case law points toward the possibility that an event sponsor may owe a 
duty of care to event participants, if the sponsor has a measure of control over the 
operational planning and management of the event. 1 

1 See Gray v Derderian 389 F. Supp. 2d 308, 316 (DRI, 2005). 
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34 However, Tourism WA also recognises that even when its role is confined to event 
sponsor as opposed to event holder, as an agent of the Crown in right of the State of 
Western Australia Tourism WA has a duty to ensure that sponsorship which employs 
the funds of the State must be responsible sponsorship. 

35 This requires Tourism WA to determine a standard of responsible sponsorship. In doing 
so, a balance must be struck between various factors. Relevant factors include: 

• 

• 

• 

• 

• 

the effective promotion of Western Australia as an event destination, which 
involves maximising tourism outcomes, 

the conventional and practical limits on the role of event sponsor, as opposed 
to event holder, 

the degree of inherent risk involved in the event activity, 

the potential assumption of legal risk by the sponsor, and 

the need to ensure that the State's funds are not used to facilitate events that 
are dangerous because they are poorly managed. 

36 Tourism WA has sought to balance these factors through the selection of events for 
sponsorship and through the contractual terms of sponsorship agreements. The 
objectives are to: 

• select only those events which present the combination of a reputable and 
responsible event holder, with high levels of tourism benefit to Western 
Australia; and 

• require the event-holder, through the terms of the sponsorship agreement, to 
take a responsible approach to event management (including risk 
management). 

Event selection 

37 At the event selection level, Tourism WA considers that responsible sponsorship 
involves verifying the capability of the event manager to conduct the event competently 
and safely. 

38 The practice of Tourism WA is to carry out a "due diligence" investigation to ensure that 
the event organiser is a reputable and competent organisation with capability to conduct 
the event- usually demonstrated by a record of conducting comparable events. 

39 An issue which Tourism WA faces in carrying out due diligence investigations is the 
difficulty of obtaining reliable information on event-holders domiciled outside Australia. 
The issue is not so much the volume of available information, as there is usually ample 
information available from publications covering the relevant field of activity, and from 
internet sources. The issue is more with the completeness, independence and accuracy 
of the information. 

40 A factor which assists with the event selection process (and also with assurance of risk 
management) is that for some categories of sporting event, management is regulated 
through an overarching governing body. For example, the Confederation of Australian 
Motor Sport (CAMS) is responsible for the regulation of the V8s event including safety 
and risk management requirements. 
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Contractual obligations 

41 The obligations imposed through the sponsorship agreement must be considered with 
particular care. Tourism WA seeks to exercise influence to ensure the delivery of 
maximum tourism benefit and also to require competent and safe management - but 
this has to be done without crossing the boundary of "control", which would take 
Tourism WA into the event management role with an accompanying increase in liability 
risk. 

42 A number of events, particularly in the emerging category of adventure sport events, 
involve a degree of inherent risk for competitors. Tourism WA has not adopted a policy 
of withholding sponsorship from events on this basis, as these events are capable of 
delivering significant tourism benefit. However, Tourism WA does recognise that in 
these cases, it is particularly important to adopt a standard of responsible sponsorship. 

43 The principal measure used to ensure that the event-holder manages risk responsibly is 
to require the preparation of a competent risk management plan, which must be 
provided to Tourism WA to demonstrate that risk management issues have been 
properly considered. 

44 An issue which has caused difficulty here is how to ensure the competence of the risk 
management plan. Tourism WA does not have the internal expertise to evaluate risk 
management plans. Furthermore, involvement in the planning of risk management for 
an event would take Tourism WA over the boundary of the event management role. 

Event development process - Kimberley Ultramarathon 2 

45 This section provides background to the Kimberley Ultramarathon event, and outlines 
the process undertaken by Tourism WA to determine the feasibility of sponsoring the 
event. 

46 The opportunity of holding a RacingThePianet event was initially suggested to Tourism 
WA's Director Events, Mr Glenn Hamilton by the film company Beyond Action, a division 
of the Beyond Television Group in November 2008. Beyond Action have had an 
association with Tourism WA for a number of years, and were involved in the 
identification of the Red Bull Air Race as a sponsorship opportunity. They suggested 
that an event of the type conducted by RTP might provide opportunities to showcase 
Western Australia (Annex 4). 

4 7 The Director Events conducted preliminary desktop research and confirmed that RTP 
was an organisation which conducted a unique category of rough country footraces, 
taking place over seven days and some 250 kilometres in remote and exotic locations 
around the world. Competitors must carry all their own equipment and food, are only 
provided with water and a place in a tent each day but are supported by professional 
medical and operations teams. 

48 The events consisted of the 4 Deserts, a series which encompasses the Gobi Desert in 
China, the Atacama Desert of Chile, the Sahara Desert in Egypt and Antarctica, and a 
fifth (roving) event which moves to a new location each year with the inaugural event 
held in Vietnam in February 2008 and Namibia in May 2009. The 4 Deserts events take 
competitors on a journey through the driest, hottest, coldest and windiest places on 

2 This section is an updated version of material previously provided to the Committee. 
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earth which will test limits both mentally and physically. Further information on this can 
be found at http://www.4deserts.com/. 

49 The Director Events also noted the continuing appeal of, and media coverage for, 
adventure sports generally. Adventure sport events showcase the natural surrounds of 
a location and support regional development and infrastructure provision. The 
opportunity for the development of an international event in the north-west, with 
associated potential for media exposure of the Kimberley, was of interest to Tourism 
WA. 

50 Mary Gadams, founder and CEO of RTP, made initial informal contact with Tourism WA 
on 9 January 2009. RTP was interested in exploring the opportunity of the Kimberley 
hosting the fifth (roving) event in 2010 (Annex 5). 

51 Information including maps, weather details and possible locations was provided to RTP 
by Tourism WA and a site visit to Kununurra and the surrounding area including El 
Questro was arranged with Vaughan Davies (former Regional Manager - Australia's 
North West for Tourism WA) and Director Events Glenn Hamilton on 12 and 13 March 
2009. 

52 During this site visit, Mr Hamilton and Mr Davies attended introductory meetings with 
RTP CEO Mary Gadams and local stakeholders including: 

• Mr David Henry (General Manager El Questro), 

• Ms Jay Clifford (possible local event manager), 

• The Kununurra Country Club (possible host accommodation), and 

• Mr Peter Stubbs (CEO Shire of Wynd ham-East Kimberley). 

53 These meetings were facilitated and attended by Mr Hamilton and were designed to 
introduce RTP to key local stakeholders. These provided an indication of local support 
and conditions for consideration by RTP and follow up as required. 

54 Although the event was considered by the Director Events to have high media impact 
potential due to exposure of the Kimberley and the growth in adventure sports, 
Eventscorp was not in a budgetary position to sponsor the 2010 event. RTP were 
advised of this verbally prior to the 2010 event. 

55 The 2010 event was conducted between 25 April and 1 May of that year. 

56 Some months after completion of the 2010 event (18 October 201 0), further contact was 
received from RTP highlighting the success of the 2010 event and giving notice of 
RTP's plans to hold an annual 1 OOkm event in the Kimberley starting in 2011 (Annex 6). 
This was to be part of a new series of RTP events, known as "RacingThePianet 100", 
involving single-stage, self-supported, rough country footraces over a distance of 100 
km (with options to do 50 km or a standard marathon distance of 42 km). The format for 
this series was different from the 250 km event held in the Kimberley in 2010. 

57 The first race in the RacingThePianet 100 series was held in the Taklamakan Desert in 
China on 20 August 2010. The Kimberley Ultramarathon 2011 event was proposed as 
the second event in the series. An article indicating that the Kimberley Ultramarathon 
2011 was open for registrations was published in the RacingThePianet newsletter in 
August 2010. Promotion through this medium continued throughout the lead-up to the 
event (Annex 7). 
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58 Tourism WA considered that there were potential media and destination awareness 
opportunities associated with the proposed event. National and international media 
broadcasters (Network Ten, Fox Sports, ESPN, BskB-Sky Sports etc) and print media 
(Forbes Magazine, Runner's World, Lonely Planet etc) were all identified as possible 
interested parties for distribution and coverage of the event. 

59 The event was also believed to be consistent with the WA Action Event Series, which 
had been endorsed by the Tourism WA Board in August 2009 (Annex 8). This provides 
an approach to event development that focuses on developing a range of highly 
acclaimed, world class Western Australian action sports events that will grow over time 
and be synonymous with Western Australia in such a way that they cannot be readily 
relocated or replicated elsewhere. The Kimberley Ultramarathon event represented an 
opportunity to build on this series of events. 

60 In this context, the Director Events commenced feasibility work to determine whether 
funding should be pursued for the 2011 Kimberley Ultramarathon event. This work 
included consideration of various factors. 

Consideration of marketing and event development opportunities 

61 In determining the feasibility of sponsoring the Kimberley Ultramarathon event in 2011 
(with options for the two following years), consideration was given to the strong WA 
interest in adventure type events. These events (see Annex 3 for examples) have all 
had increasing participation and in some cases, such as the Anaconda Adventure Race 
and the lronman Western Australia, had waiting lists for participants. 

62 These events were all south-west based. The Director Events noted that there were 
limited options available to host events in the north-west, and the Kimberley 
Ultramarathon event was considered as potentially a good fit for the location as RTP 
had run a similar event there in 2010. There was an opportunity to showcase the region 
and create media exposure and raise awareness of the Kimberley. 

63 RTP events have exotic locations, reflected in the event names: the Atacama Crossing 
(Chile), the Gobi March (China), the Sahara Race (Egypt) and the Last Desert 
(Antarctica). The possibility of adding the Kimberley to this list of international locations 
was appealing. 

64 The analysis indicated that RTP events including the 2010 Kimberley event typically 
attracted international participants from over 20 different countries with roughly 1/3 from 
North America, 1/3 from Asia and 1/3 from Europe. Hosting the 1 OOkm event in 2011 
would provide international exposure and exclusivity as this would be the first time an 
event of this distance would be held in the State, or anywhere in Australia. The level of 
international visitation (competitors from over 30 countries) as well as strong 
representation (60) from Australian competitors in the longer 2010 event was also a 
positive element considered in the feasibility assessment of the event. 

Capacity of RTP 
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65 Investigations were undertaken to develop an understanding of the capacity of the RTP 
organisation. The Director Events identified from the RTP website that RTP had 
undertaken over 30 extreme adventure events throughout the world over a 10 year 
period. 

66 The website also provided information on staff experience, medical experience and 
association with the event, charity support provided by RTP and the scale of the 
organisation, which had 35 staff, 160 contractors and up to 100 volunteers. 

67 Significantly, the majority of the event management, medical people and volunteers 
proposed for the 2011 event had been involved in the 2010 event. This was considered 
a reassurance as they had acquired direct knowledge of terrain and local conditions, 
with 85% of the 2011 course having been used in the 2010 event. 

68 It was also noted that RTP had in 2009 won accolades from Time magazine being 
ranked 2nd in the top ten endurance races around the world (Annex 9). These 
endurance races include the Tour de France, Le Mans 24 hour race and Dakar Rally. 

69 The research did not reveal, and RTP did not disclose, the death of a Gobi Desert race 
competitor in June 2010. Nor did the research reveal any details regarding alleged 
dehydration issues associated with the 2010 Kimberley event. This is recognised by 
Tourism WA as potentially being a gap in its processes. Possible options to address 
this, including the use of a formal disclosure questionnaire in the future, are currently 
being discussed internally by Tourism WA. 

For the information of the Committee, it is noted that a study referenced in the 1 
December 2011 issue of the Los Angeles Times regarding 396 ultramarathon 
competitors competing in the RacingThePianet 4 Deserts Series identified that the 
majority of injuries suffered in these events were minor (Annex 1 0). 

Competitor and stakeholder feedback 

70 Online research was undertaken to ascertain competitor feedback about the various 
events run by RTP including the 2010 Kimberley event. This information was used to 
demonstrate demand, interest and desire to participate in these types of events and 
included investigation of images, videos, blogs and athletes' accounts on the 2010 
Kimberley event. 

71 The 2010 Kimberley web site (containing blogs and videos) which was relied upon as a 
primary source in this research, can be found at 

http://www.4deserts.com/beyond/australia/ 

72 Information was also obtained from event forums including Cool Runnings Australia 
(http://www.coolrunning.com.au/runningguide/wiki/index.php/Main Page) and 
Sleepmonsters (http://www.sleepmonsters.com/), which are considered to be the 
premier web forums for endurance athletes. 

73 No negative comments were provided to Tourism WA regarding the 2010 Kimberley 
event, and discussions with RTP indicated positive support from key stakeholders 
including El Questro and Kununurra Visitor Centre. 
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Due diligence investigation conclusions 

74 Tourism WA, through the Director Events, carried out research to determine whether 
sponsoring the 2011 Kimberley Ultramarathon event: 

• met the objectives of Tourism WA, 

• would provide media exposure and raise destination awareness of the 
Kimberley, 

• had development potential, and 

• amounted to responsible sponsorship, in that the event was to be run and 
organised by a reputable and capable event manager. 

75 The research conclusions were that RTP had successfully run events of this nature over 
the previous decade in remote locations and had a demonstrated capacity to coordinate 
and undertake these all over the world. The RTP events were viewed positively by 
competitors and hosts (over 20 blogs were considered as part of this process) and were 
highly regarded by world media and in endurance event circles. 

76 The research also suggested that RTP was an organisation of significant size with a 
long background and experience in events of this nature and that through an event 
managed by RTP, opportunities existed for international exposure of Western Australia, 
publicity around the world and attracting participants from a variety of international 
locations. 

77 On this basis, the 2011 Kimberley Ultramarathon was in turn recommended to the 
Executive Director Eventscorp, Chief Executive Officer Tourism WA, Events Sub
Committee and Tourism WA Board of Commissioners for sponsorship approval. 

78 Holding an event of this nature in the Kimberley was viewed positively by Tourism WA 
as it presented opportunities for media exposure and the development of an event in the 
north west of Western Australia. This would also complement the existing Western 
Australian Action Event Series and support the growth of adventure events in Western 
Australia. 

Funding and Sponsorship Arrangements 

79 Royalties for Regions funding for regional events was provided to Tourism WA as part of 
the 2011/12 budget announced on 19 May 2011. Following this announcement (starting 
late May 2011) a feasibility assessment report on the Kimberley Ultramarathon, taking 
into consideration the research findings, was prepared. 

80 A proposal to sponsor the Kimberley Ultramarathon event was presented to the Tourism 
WA Board (out of session) for funding approval on 1 July 2011 (Annex 11). The 
decision to support funding was ratified at the Tourism WA Board meeting of 29 July 
2011 (Annex 12). 

81 Tourism WA's primary interest in sponsoring the event was to create a TV production for 
national and international distribution. 

82 The Director Events commenced preliminary discussions with RTP CEO Mary Gadams 
and Beyond Action General Manager Mr Frank Chidiac regarding contract 
arrangements following the out of session Tourism WA Board meeting on 1 July 2011. 
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83 Following ratification by the Tourism WA Board on 29 July 2011, a proposal for 
Royalties for Regions funding was provided to the Department of Regional Development 
and Lands on 5 August 2011. This proposal was provided to Government on 17 August 
2011 and funding for the 2011 event was approved on 22 August 2011. An 
announcement regarding the funding was made by the Ministers for Tourism, Regional 
Development and Lands and Sport and Recreation on 26 August 2011 (Annex 13). 

84 A draft sponsorship agreement between Tourism WA and RTP was referred to and 
reviewed by the State Solicitor's Office on 24 August 2011. 

85 The final sponsorship agreement between Tourism WA and RTP was executed by 
Tourism WA on 30 August 2011 and by RTP on 1 September 2011 (Annex 14). The 
agreement provided for sponsorship totalling $105 000, with the following payment 
milestones: 

• $20,000 on execution of agreement 

• $20,000 on provision of Marketing Plan, Operations Plan, Communications 
Plan, Risk Management Plan and an Event Budget agreed by both parties 

• $10,000 on agreement by both parties on visiting journalist program 

• $20,000 on securing 40 competitor entries 

• $20,000 on first day of event 

• $15,000 on provision of event report. 

86 The contract contained the following definition: 

Risk Management Plan means the plan prepared for the Event which must detail 
and outline all potential risk using the following assessment: 

(a) Description of the activity; 

(b) Identifying potential risk; 

(c) Identify the likelihood of risk; 

(d) Identify the consequences; and 

(e) Control mechanisms to reduce risk. 

87 Immediately after signing the contract RTP provided Tourism WA with a copy of a 
document entitled "Management and Risk Assessment Plan - Kimberley Ultramarathon 
2011". 

88 In addition to the sponsorship agreement with RTP, an agreement was entered into with 
Beyond Action. This provided for filming of the Kimberley Ultramarathon event and 
production of a television program. The total amount payable by Tourism WA under this 
agreement would have been $170,000. 

89 The event commenced on 2 September 2011. 

90 The Director Events was present during the event and assisted as a volunteer in the 
rescue efforts. 

91 No sponsorship payment has been made to RTP. 

92 An amount of $84,609 has been paid to Beyond Action to cover the cost of filming the 
event. 

12 



Learnings from the Kimberley Ultramarathon experience 

Risk management plans 

93 For the Kimberley Ultramarathon event, Tourism WA sought to ensure responsible 
sponsorship by making the provision of event management plans, including a Risk 
Management Plan, one of the funding milestones. 

94 This approach did not prove to be effective - primarily because the event management 
plans were not submitted to Tourism WA until the day before the event, and time did not 
permit review of the Risk Management Plan to determine whether it met contractual 
requirements. 

95 A number of factors may have contributed to this: 

• The late confirmation of funding availability contributed to the deferral of 
contract signing, and consequently of those steps that were supposed to take 
place between contract signing and the start of the event. 

• RTP were not dependent on the relatively limited Tourism WA funding and 
consequently may not have devoted resources to meeting Tourism WA's 
contractual requirements in advance of contract signing. 

• RTP appear to have been confident in their event management plans, 
because of their experience in conducting an event in a similar environment in 
2010. 

96 Tourism WA has reviewed its approach specifically in relation to risk management 
plans. The new contractual requirement is that a risk management plan, complying with 
the relevant Australian Standard, must be prepared, certified by an independent risk 
management expert, and then provided to Tourism WA. 

97 This approach is expected to have two significant advantages over the approach taken 
for the Kimberley Ultramarathon: 

• The event holder needing to demonstrate it has a complying risk management 
plan. 

• Tourism WA will continue to play no part in evaluating or agreeing to the plan, 
however the competency of the plan will now be attested by the external 
expert's certification. 

98 This approach deliberately stops short of requiring Tourism WA to take an active role in 
the preparation of a risk management plan. That would require expertise not possessed 
by Tourism WA, and could cross the line from event sponsorship into event 
management with an associated change in liability risk. 

Event manager capability- due diligence investigation 

99 The due diligence investigation for the Kimberley Ultramarathon event did not pick up 
the fact that a fatality had occurred in a RTP race in the Gobi Desert in 2010. 
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100 Tourism WA proposes to address this issue by a more pro-active approach to collection 
of information from prospective event holders, during the event selection phase. 
Possible options to address this may include the use of a formal disclosure 
questionnaire, collecting information on: 

• any fatalities or serious injuries occurring in their events during the last five 
years, and 

• any action taken by any government authority for violation of law in relation to 
any of their events in the last five years. 

Future approach - responsible sponsorship 

101 For events which offer significant benefit to the State and do not attract a viable level of 
private sector support, Tourism WA will continue to engage in event sponsorship and 
event management. Between these two activities, event sponsorship will continue to be 
a core activity while event management is likely to be undertaken on an occasional 
basis only. 

102 Tourism WA believes that in its future event sponsorship activities it can achieve an 
appropriate balance between risk and responsibility, while still delivering on its strategic 
objectives, by adopting the following approach: 

• When sponsoring events, Tourism WA will not become involved in operational 
planning or management of the event. 

• However, Tourism WA will conduct more extensive due diligence 
investigations on proposed events, particularly those assessed as involving a 
significant degree of risk to competitors, to ensure that the proposed event 
holders have the capability to conduct the event management function 
competently and safely. This will likely include a requirement for sponsorship 
proponents to provide information on their performance record (including the 
record of any fatalities or serious injuries in their events, and on any violations 
of law in relation to their events). 

• Tourism WA will use revised provisions in its sponsorship agreements to 
ensure that event holders have done their own thorough risk management 
planning. These provisions will require the provision, a reasonable time before 
the event, of a risk management plan which complies with Australian 
standards and has been certified by a qualified risk management expert. In 
appropriate cases a requirement may be included for this plan to be approved 
by relevant local and/or emergency service authorities. 

103 Tourism WA has already adopted new contractual terms in its sponsorship agreements 
to give effect to the risk management plan requirements. Further, Tourism WA will 
continue to keep event risk issues, and the effect of the new contractual terms, under 
review. 
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JANUARY 
2012 Fireball Sailing World Championships 27 December to 7 January, Mandurah 

One of the world's premier sailing events will be held in Mandurah, with more than 100 competitors from 
over 15 countries competing in the Fireball World Sailing Championships. This international event will set 
sail from Comet Bay, bordered by the Indian Ocean, two popular beaches and the picturesque Mandurah 
Ocean Marina. 

Hyundai Hopman Cup XXIV 31 December to 7 January, Burswood Dome, Perth 

For 24 years the Hopman Cup has been serving up the very best in international tennis. Some of the stars 
set to compete in 2012 include world number one Caroline Wozniacki, reigning French Open champion 
Li Na, Lleyton Hewitt, world number seven Tomas Berdych , reigning Wimbledon champion Petra Kvitova 
and 2011 Hopman Cup champion Bethanie Mattek-Sands. 

Lancelin Ocean Classic 12 to 15 January, Lancelin 

The most prestigious and longest running windsurfing event in Australia is set to attract world class 
competitors and spectators to the picturesque crayfishing town of Lancelin . The event features three 
disciplines and has competitors from more than 18 countries competing in spectacular wind and water 
conditions over four days. 

Cricket City Perth, Vodafone Test Match -Australia v India 
13 to 17 January, WACA, Perth 

The most eagerly anticipated series between two cricket powerhouses comes to the WACA this summer. 
This may be the last chance West Australian's will have to see one of cricket's all -time great batsmen, 
Indian maestro Sachin Tendulkar, play a test match at the WACA. 

Mount Barker Grapes and Gallops 15 January, Mount Barker 

Mount Barker Grapes and Gallops is fast becoming the Great Southern's most iconic festival of premium 
wine, gourmet foods and action-packed horse racing . Thousands of visitors will enjoy tastings from 
local wineries, a long table luncheon and live local music in one of Western Australia's most picturesque 
destinations. 

Yallingup Surfilm Festival 20 to 22 January, Dunsborough 

Held over two days and three nights, the Yallingup Surfilm Festival will host screenings of inspiring 
independent short and feature-length surf films from around the world . Filmmakers will also be on hand 
to offer their artistic perspectives. Scenic outdoor venues in Australia's South West offer spectacular 
settings, as movie-goers enjoy world-class films under the stars. 

The Doctor 21 January, Rottnest to Sorrento Beach 

The Doctor is set to challenge even the toughest competitors with a gruelling 28-kilometre downwind 
surf-ski race from Rottnest Island to Sorrento Beach . Competitors paddle across open water as the 
'Fremantle Doctor' creates spectacular downwind conditions. The Doctor is part of a multi-sport race 
over 11 days, featuring a variety of distances and paddle crafts . 

WA Circus Festival 21 to 23 January, Karridale 

The only festival of its kind in Western Australia, the circus festival brings together international, national 
and state contemporary circus performers for three days of public performances. Enjoy a showcase 
of local performances and international acts including the Aromatic Company Circus (Switzerland), the 
European Juggling Association (Holland), La Cossas Nostras Productions (Italy) , Tumble Circus (Ireland) 
and Laura Tikka (Switzerland). 

Wind on Water Festival 26 January, Geraldton 

Starting with a community breakfast and closing with fireworks and a movie, there's something for 
everyone at the inaugural Wind on Water Festival along Geraldton's foreshore. Celebrating Australia Day 
and the region's love of the sea, beach and land, visitors will enjoy a day of music, food and children's 
activities. 

Champbikx Probikx National Series Rounds 3 & 4 28 to 29 January, Bunbury 

The Champbikx Probikx National Series is BMX Australia's premier national race series for Elite Men and 
Women riders 14 years of age and above. Experience the only event in Western Australia that showcases 
national level Elite BMX athletes. 

Indian Ocean Classic and Kellogg's Nutri-Grain lronMan Series and lronWoman Series 
28 to 29 January, Scarborough Beach, Perth 

A weekend of surf sport action sets off along Perth 's most iconic beaches with the Indian Ocean Classic. 
Competitors will ski , board, run and swim their own version of the lronMan competition . The action 
continues on Sunday when Kellogg 's Nutri-Grain Iron Man Series and lronWoman Series returns to Perth 
for the first time in 15 years. 

Indian Ocean Classic and Kellogg's Nutri-Grain lronMan Series and lronWoman Series 

Yallingup Surfilm Festival 

Wind on Water Festival 
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ANNEX 2: Adventure /challenge sports sponsored by Tourism WA in 2012 

EVENT LOCATION DESCRIPTION 
Lancelin Ocean Classic Lance lin The most prestigious and longest running 

windsurfing event in Australia attracts 
world class competitors and spectators to 
Lancelin. The event features three 
disciplines and has competitors from more 
than 18 countries competing in 
spectacular wind and water conditions 
over four days. 

The Doctor Rottnest to The Doctor is a gruelling 28-kilometre 
Sorrento Beach downwind surf-ski race from Rottnest 

Island to Sorrento Beach. Competitors 
paddle across open water as the 
'Fremantle Doctor' creates spectacular 
downwind conditions. The Doctor is part of 
a multi-sport race over 11 days, featuring 
a variety of distances and paddle crafts. 

Champbixx Probixx National Sunbury The Champbikx Probikx National Series is 
Series BMX Australia's premier national race 

series for Elite Men and Women riders 14 
years of age and above. 

Indian Ocean Classic and Scarborough A weekend of surf sport action sets off 
Kellogg's Nutri Grain lronMan Beach along Perth's most iconic beaches with 
Series and I ron Woman Series the Indian Ocean Classic. Competitors will 

ski, board, run and swim their own version 
of the Iron Man competition. 

Action Sports Games Mandurah Mandurah will play host to Freestyle 
Motorcross, Skateboarding and BMX with 
the Mandurah Action Sports Games. As 
part of the Channel Seven Mandurah Crab 
Fest, the three days of action will also 
feature the International Waterski and 
Wakeboard Federation (IWWF) Waterski 
and Wakeboard World Cup. 

Quit Forest Rally Nannup/Busselton Western Australia's round of the 
Australian Rally Championship, attracts 
the country's best rally drivers and will see 
around 200 cars and bikes sprint across 
the State's extraordinary landscape. 

Busselton Festival of Triathlon Busselton The Busselton Festival of Triathlon is an 
internationally recognised event attracting 
participants and supporters from around 
the world. Featuring more than 2,000 
competitors every year, it consists of a 
113-kilometre swim, ride and run 
throughout the Geographe region. 



3 Waters Marathon Bun bury The 3 Waters Marathon is a running and 
walking event that showcases the 
beautiful scenery of the City of Sunbury. 

Act Belong Commit Avon Northam to Perth Celebrating its 40th anniversary, the Act 
Descent Belong Commit Avon Descent is Western 

Australia's own unique sporting event 
attracting competitors and spectators from 
across Australia and around the globe. 
Competitors pass through some of the 
State's most picturesque countryside as 
they take on the world's longest white 
water event over two days and 124 
kilometres. 

Chevron City to Surf Perth Chevron City to Surf for Activ is the largest 
community sporting event in Western 
Australia incorporating the marathon, half 
marathon, 12km run/walk, 4km 
run/walk/wheelchair. 

Australasian Sarfari Western The toughest endurance motorsport event 
Australia's in the Asia Pacific Region, the 
Outback Australasian Safari is Australia's 

ultimate off-road adventure. Competitors 
on two and four wheels tackle the remote, 
rugged and stunning terrain of Western 
Australia in one of the most prestigious 
multi-day endurance rally racing events in 
the world. 

Cape to Cape MTB Augusta to The Cape to Cape MTB is a four-day 
Dunsborough mountain bike race through the South 

West region of Western 
Australia. 

Anaconda Adventure Race Augusta A spectacular off-road event in a truly wild 
part of the world. Competitors in this 
event, recognised as the world's biggest 
adventure race, will follow a varied course 
in and around Augusta. 

I ron man Western Australia Busselton The lronman Western Australia Triathlon 
Triathlon will see competitors swim, ride and run a 

226 kilometre course while spectators 
experience the athleticism of a world-class 
sporting event. 

Red Bull Rottnest Island to Perth At 19 kilometres, the Red Bull Lighthouse 
Leighton Beach to Leighton kite surfing race is the longest 

in the world. Starting at Phillip Point on 
Rottnest Island, kite surfers speed across 
the Indian Ocean through the Gage Roads 
channel and finish at Leighton Beach in 
North Fremantle. 
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ANNEX 3 - Growth WA Action Series Events in Western Australia 

Event Title Type of Event Year First Held Initial number Number of 
of participants Participants 

2010 

Avon Descent World's longest 1973 49 Over 800 
white water 
event over two 
days and 124 
kilometres. 

Rottnest Long distance 1991 16 solo Capped at 2300 
Channel Swim swim ballot required to 

7 teams of 4 determine 
successful 
entries 

Anaconda Off road 2006 1400 1700 
Adventure Race multiple sports 

including trail 
running, sea 
kayaking, ocean 
swimming and 
mountain biking 

'The Doctor' 28-kilometre 2002 60 280 
Ocean Classic downwind surf-

ski race from 
Rottnest Island 
to Sorrento 
Beach 

Lancelin Ocean Windsurfing 1986 Anecdotally 225 (for 
Classic event featuring referred to as a marathon) 

three disciplines handful 
(marathon, 
wave sailing, 
slalom) 
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RacingThePlanet/4 Desetis Page 1 of2 

Glenn Hamilton 

From: Franl< Chldiac [franl<@eurocam.com.au] 

Sent: Friday, 28 November 2008 2:32 PM 

To: Glenn Hamilton 

Subject: RacingThePianet/4 Deserts 

HI Glenn, 

Hope allis well. 

As discussed recently, there's an opportunity to host a leg of the below In Australia. I think WA has 
some Interesting terrain that would suit the style of the eveflt :~)Some background for your Info and websites below. 

There are five annual events 1 the 114 Deserts/1 which consists of seven-day, 250 kilometer footraces 
across major deserts of the world including the Gobi Desert of China, the Atacama Desert of Chile, the Sahara 
Desert of Egypt and Antarctica. We also have a fifth event, Racing The Planet1 that roves to a new country each year. 
The next RaclngThePianet event is scheduled for Namibia In May 2009. The events feature up to 200 Individuals and 
teams from 25 countries or more from around the world. The events are supported solely by entry fees paid by the participants 

) ranging from US$3100 to US$101000 which does not Include flights. The competitors In the events are real people 
with a wide range of jobs~- many fantastic human Interest stories. The locations are stunning. The series has 
been going for more than five years with plans to keep growing further. Recently, WWOS did a special feature on the race 
which I am accessing and will give you a look at. 

Our websltes are at www.racingtheplanet.com <http://www.raclngtheplanet.com/> and www.4deserts.com 
~:f/www.4deserts.com/> . _ 

I think it would be good to make a 1 hour special on the ev~ 
Let me know what you think. 

Regards, 
Frank 

Frank Chldlac 
General Manager 

euroc:am 

EUROCAM- A Division of Beyond Television Group 

p: (+ 612) 9997 8899 
f: (+ 612) 9997 8099 
m: (+ 61) 404 882219 

frank@eurocam.com.au 

www.eurooam.com.au 
www.whatisfree.tv 
www.beyond.com.au 

Studio 47 
90 Mona Vale Road 
Mona Vale Sydney 
NSW Australia 2103 

Disclaimer: 
This Is an emall from Eurocam, A Division of Beyond Televn:nun 0roup. This email and any attachments are confidential, may contain 
copyright material and may be legally privileged In which case neither Is Intended to be waived or lost hv mlatovn .... ..J-"· ·-- · 

19/01/2009 

kbryden
Highlight
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ANNEX5 
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Ms Mary Gadams 

January- February 2009 
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Glenn Hamilton 

From: Teresa Schofield 
Sent: 
To: 

Friday, 9 January 2009 2:36 PM 
Events Corp 

Subject: FW: Enquiry from westernaystralia.cor 

If someone could please follow up. Cheers T 

Teresa Schofield 
Receptionist/Purchasing Officer 

Tourism Western Australia 
Level 9, 2 Mill Street PERTH 

GPO Box X2261 PERTH 

Tel: 08 9262 1700 

WA 
WA 

6000 
6847 

www.tourisrn.wa.gov.au Plan your holiday @ www.westernaustralia.com 

L 

This e-mail and any attachments are confidential and intended solely for the use of the 
jqdividual or entity to which they are addressed. If you have received this e-mail in 

·~or, please delete it and any attachments immediately and notify the sender. If you are 
not the intended recipient you must not - directly or indirectly - use, disclose, 
distribute, print or copy any part of this message or any attachment. 
-----Original Message-----
From: Tourism Western Australia [mailto:mail@westernaustralia.com] 
Sent: Friday, 9 January 2009 2:29 PM 
To: Info 
Subject: Enquiry from westernaustralia.com 

The following enquiry has been submitted from westernaustralia.corn 

First name: Mary 
Last name: Gadams 
Country: Hong Kong 

Response Required: Yes 
Email: mgadams@racingtheplanet.com 
Phone: 852 9033 2464 

Category: Other 

Coinments: 
We are considering staging a large international sporting event in Western Australia. It 
would be an event called "RacingThePlanet" and would take place in April 2010. Our event 
series, the 4 Deserts, was just named the #2 endurance competition in the world by Time 
Magazine. You can see the event site at www.4deserts.com and our company site at 
www.racingtheplanet.com. Could you please give me a name and email address of someone in 
tourism to start organizing possible permits, etc. Many thanks, Mary Gadams 

This email has been sent from westernaustralia.com. 
To contact the customer at their preferred email address; simply reply to this email. 

1-

kbryden
Highlight



Glenn Hamilton 

From: 

Sent: 

To: 

Cc: 

Subject: 

Mary K. Gadams [mgadams@racingtheplanet.com] 

Wednesday, 11 February 2009 2:4:9 PM 

Glenn Hamilton 

Vaughan Davies 

Re: RacingThePianet/4 Deserts 

Page 1 of2 

Attachments: Microsoft PowerPoint- RacingThePianet Australia Information [Compatibility Mode].pdf 

Hi Glenn, see attached information about the event. I hope this helps. I am able to come to Australia 
around the 25th Feb. I am just off to San Francisco in minutes, but I will also get information to 

=vaughan as to the 'type of course we are looking for. It is fairly simply in that it should be varied, 
spectacular and accessible in places for campsites and checkpoints (we have checkpoints every 10 
kilometers). We would also like to have some "wow" features, landscape that competitors will talk 
about for years to come. We are looking for 250 kilometers, but we are also open to doing a short 
transfer if we can't find a continuous 250 kilometers that works. We are doing this in Namibia and had 
to do this in Vietnam as well. Let me lmow if you have any questions at all. Mary 

On Mon, Feb 9, 2009 at 3:16AM, Glenn Hamilton <Glenn.Hamilton@westernaustralia.cmn> wrote: 

Hi Mary 

Thanks for your email. Glad to hear you enjoyed your trip to Nambia. We would love to have you visit WA and I 
have cced in Vaughan Davies who is our Regional Manger of the North West region and will be able to answer 
any of your questions. I hope you don't mind assisting me here Vaughan please. Mary, if you are able to come 
to Perth either after your North West visit or before or if I can fly up to meet you on site- I am happy to do this. 
The week of the 23rd is fine for me towards the end (Wed onwards). If you would like to have a think about 
your trip and then I can call you to discuss the Racing the Planets event in more detail before you come out to 
WA? Maybe a 3 way conference might be the way to go -I can organise this if interested. 

Thanks Mary 

Regards 

Glenn 

Glenn Hamilton 
Director Event Development and Contract Management 

12/02/2009 



Glenn Hamilton 

From: Mary K. Gadams [mgadams@racingtheplanet.com] 

Sent: Wednesday, 11 February 2009 5:04 PM 

To: Glenn Hamilton 

Subject: TV Programs 

Hi Glenn, we have also sent you the following television programs from our events: 

NBC Sports: Last Desert, Sahara Race, Gobi March (three programs) 
CNN: RacingThePlanet, Sahara Race (1 program) 
BBC: Atacama Crossing (1 program) 
National Geographic: Gobi March (1 program) 

Page 1 of 1 

This is a sampling of some of the television programs. Please confirm when you receive them. 

Many thanks, 
Mary 

Mary K. Gadams 
RacingThePlanet, where athletic frontiers begin 
mgadan1s@racingthe]2lanet. con1 
www.rg_gingtlJep1.flnetcQln 

4 Deserts, the race of no return 
RacingThePlanet: Namibia 2009 
www.4deserts..cQn1 

12/02/2009 
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Glenn Hamilton 

From: Mary K. Gadams [mgadams@racingtheplanet.com] 

Sent: Tuesday, 10 February 2009 11:05 AM 

To: Glenn Hamilton 

Cc: Vaughan Davies 

Subject: Re:. RacingThePianet/4 Deserts 

Hi Vaughan, 

Let me first say that I am very sony to hear about the fires in Victoria and the loss of life. It is devastating 
but I am sure that the Australian authorities did evetything they could. 

I would like to ask you a few questions -- I have done a lot of research and have all the maps but I just 
want to make sure that things have not changed. We estimate 275 people between competitors, staff, 
volunteers, medical team and media (not including local support). 

1. What is the closest airport to the Kimberleys -- I(ununurra? How many people can fit on the typical 
airplane? How frequent do the airplanes fly? 
2. What type of tents are available in the area, do you have any pictures of the tents? 
3. What is the best season for an event (no rain, no flies)? -- heat is no problem. Just want to make sure 
that our date of 25 April is okay. 
4. Do you have any pictures or video we can use for our website (I am fairly certain we will hold this in 
the Kimberleys as we have done some research and people are most excited by the Kimberleys). 
5. Where can I get a list of hotels in Broome and in I(ununurra? 

We were not able to find a hotel/lodge big enough for our group inN amibia so we are building a safari 
campsite-- we can be creative in Australia, if necessary, just as long as we warn people first. 

Would either of you like to attend one of our events to see how things work and the type of suppmt we 
need on ground? How about our event in Namibia? , 

Thanks, 
Mary 

On Mon, Feb 9, 2009 at 3:16AM, Glenn Hamilton <Gl@!l.Hamilton@westemmlstt.:alia.cQ.m> wrote: 

Hi Mary 

Thanks for your email. Glad to hear you enjoyed your trip to Nambia. We would love to have you visit WA and I 
have cced in Vaughan Davies who is our Regional Manger of the North West region and will be able to answer 
any of your questions. I hope you don't mind assisting me here Vaughan please. Mary, if you are able to come to 
Perth either after your North West visit or before or if I can fly up to meet you on site - I am happy to do this. The 
week of the 23rd is fine for me towards the end (Wed onwards). If you would like to have a think about your trip \ 
and then I can call you to discuss the Racing the Planets event in more detail before you come out to WA? Maybe 
a 3 way conference might be the way to go -1 can organise this if interested. · 

10/02/2009 
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close all or any part of the contents to any other person. The contents of this message may contain 
personal views which are not the views of Beyond International Limited. Thank you. 

Mary K. Gadams 
RacingThePlanet, where athletic frontiers begin 
mgadan1s._@racingtheglanet. com 
www.racingtheQlanet.com 

4 Deserts, the race of no return 
RacingThePlanet: Namibia 2009 
www .4deserts.con1 

10/02/2009 
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Email correspondence from 
Ms Mary Gadams 
18 October 201 0 
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From: 
To: 
Subject: 
Date: 

Hi Glenn, 

Marv K. Gadams 
Glenn Hamilton 

Hello 

Monday, October 18, 2010 2:23:40 PM 

I hiope you are doing well. I just wanted to update you on our plans for 2011. I 
know we had discussed the possiblity of creating an annual event in the Kimberley. 
We are planning to create an annual 100 kilometer event, right now scheduled for 
September 2011 called the "Kimberley Ultarmarathon." Would you and your team 
be able to give us any marketing support on this? We see our target market as 
Australia and Asia, mainly Hong Kong, Singapore, Korea, Taiwan and China. We 
think that people traveling to the Kimberley need time before or after the event to 
explore the beautiful location. We are looking to team with a local travel provider as 
that's not something we typically get involved. in. 

Glenn, do let me know if you are interested in this. You kindly gave us help where 
we needed it before and hopefully you were happy with the outcome. 

Kind regards, 
Mary Gadams 
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4 Deserts 

3-9 October 2010 
Visit the website here 

RacingThePianet: Nepal 2010 RaclngThePianet 100 

Sahara Race 2010 

The Sahara Race is drawing ever closer, with competitors narrowing down their gear choices and 
ramping up the training. A few facts about the Sahara Race 2010: 

• Sign up to receive lives updates from the field, click here. 
• Congratulations to Jack Den ness of the UK who has just successfully completed the 

Eladwater for the twelth time at 75 years old. We're really looking forward to seeing him at the 
Sahara Race again-- click here to see the field. 

• Popular Japanese model Anna Umemiya will ti>e taking part in the Sahara Race 2010. 
• We're really excited about the new course location this year. Competitors will be the first 

to race through the Valley of the 'Nhales. To check out the photos from the recce, click here. 
• Thirty-six countries are represented by competitors registered to take part in the Sahara 

Race 2010-- read a feature about some of them by clicking here. 
• For convenient shopping for equipment, apparel, nutrition and accessories, visit the 

dedicated Sahara Race page In the online store by clicking here. 

RacingThePianet will once again be supporting Operation Smile at the race. US$500,000 has been 
raised through RacingThePianet for Operation Smile since the 4 Deserts was founded. To read 
more about RacingThePianet's partnership with Operation Smile and the medical missions they 
support, click here. 

GEARBULLETIN Sign up here for exclusive fortnightly discounts 

Atacama Crossing 2011 6-12 March 2011 RaclngThePianet 100 

Next year's Atacama Crossing will follow a similar course to that in 
2010, with the host town being San Pedro de Atacama. Now's the 
perfect time to start training! 

• See where the race takes place by viewing the photo gallery, 
click here. 

• To see who is taking part in the race, click here. 
• To see the Itinerary for the race, click here. 
• To visit the website, click here 

The inaugural Taktamakan Ultramarathon takes place this month on 20 
August. The field is strong with RaclngThePtanet's Eric LaHaie going 
head to head with The North Face's Yun Yanqiao at the top of the field. 
To read the latest news on the Takalamakan Uttramarathon, click here. 

Look out for the new websites for the Tibet Ultramarathon and the 
Kimberley Ultramarathon. Registration is now open for both, click here: 

• Tibet Ultramarathon - 13 May 2011 
• Kimberley Ultramarathon- 2 September 2011 
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SHOPTHESTORE buy the best outdoor brands 
I 

RaclngThePianet HQ News I RaclngThePianet In The Media 
I 

• Jordan has been chosen as the location of RacingThePianet's I 
r0ving race In 2012. The ancient kingdom boasts some amazing! 
historical and geographical landmarks including a great Wonder I 
of the W0rld, Petra. I 

• Er.lc LaHaie will be leading a training camp for current and 1 
poteAtial competiters in Hong K0ng at the end of this month. I 
Stay tuned for more in other regions of the world. , 

• There's now an Outlet Store online In the RacingThePianet I 
store where you can buy apparel from previous races. Check it j 
out here. I 

• The Showroom in Hong Kong will be expanding soon with the ! 
acquisition of new space In Sheun!l) Wan. j 

• We welcome two new members 0f staff: Alina Brown (US) to 
the events team and Erin Bowland (Australia) to the store 
team. 

Expert Articles: 

Read our growing library of articles 
giving advice and information on gear, 
training, nutrition and medical issues. 
CliQkher~<:) 

• TIME magazine has named the 4 Deserts as the leading 
endurance footrace in the world for the second year running. The 
endurance competitons that were placed ahead of the 4 Deserts 
are 24 Hours of Le Mans, the Tour de France, the Dakar Rally, 
the lditarod, and the Cannonball Run. To see the full list, click 
here. 

• Running Fitness profiled Canada's Stephanie Case in their 
most recent magazine. Some fantastic photos of her at 
RacingThePianet: Australia 2010. Click here to read. 

• Trail Magazine (Germany) profiled another leading competitor in 
Australia. Leadin!l) photographer Thomas Stachelhaus followed 
Joey Kelly and you can see the results in the article by clicking 
here. 

Eleven 4 Deserts Grand Slammers have just qualified for 
~::: The Last b) · ca) · 

The Last Desert (Antarctica) 2010 

• Twenty five (25) competitors qualified to take part in The last Desert after the recent Gobi March 2010. 
Eleven (11) of those were 2010's Grand Slam contenders. Read the latest feature about the race by 
clicking here. 

• To see the field of competitors for what promises to be the most competitive Antarctic race so far, click 
here. 

• The Antarctic Dream (above in the picture) has been exclusively chartered by RacingThePianet and will 
be filled with competitors. friends, family, media, and staff. Read more about it here. 

Taklamakan Uftrarnarathon: 20~22 August 
Sign up he e for brenking news 

If this message was forwarded to you, sign up for Racing The Planet's Newsletter here. 

17-29 November 2010 

If you no longer wish to receive these em ails, please reply to this message with "Unsubscribe" in the subject line or simply dick on the following link: Unsubscribe 
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In the news: Gobi March 2010 and Atacama Crossing 2011, how to follow The Last Desert (Antarctica) 2010, Canada Goose and Vibram 
Fivefingers In the online store, Kimberley Ultramarathon 2011 update and catch up with all the news from last month's Sahara Race 2010. 

Having trouble reading text and seeing the images? Click to view this email in a browser 

Training Camp Hong Kong: 22-23 January 2011 

In Asia and planning to take part in a RacingThePianet event? Join 
Gobi March and Taklamakan Ultramarathon champion and gear expert 
Eric LaHaie, and personal trainer and Atacama Crossing 2010 finisher 
Peter Lee for a weekend camp in the surprisingly rugged outback of 
Hong Kong. 

Learn about race strategy, nutrition, gear and training as well as be put 
through your paces by the experts. Whatever your fitness or experience 
level you'll find your pace and you'll have a great weekend too. 

For a full overview of the camp, visit the website here. 

SHOPTHESTORE 

NewsLetteY 
The Atacama Crossing 2011 field 

comprises some fascinating competitors 
To see the most up to date competi1or list 

Click here 

The Last Desert (Antarctica) 2010 
Follow all the news to see who will win, and 
who will be crowned 4 Deserts Champion. 

The Last Desert (Antarctica) 2010: 17-27 November 

In one week, 56 competitors will go head to head with each other and 
the elements in what promises to be an awesome edition of The last 
Desert (Antarctica). IMG I Trans World Sport, broadcast in 53 
countries, will be covering the event for a number of television 
f)rogrammes. In addition, live website coverage will be provided. 

• To sign up for breaking news, click here 
• To see the field and read their biographies, click here 
• T0 see the course location, click here. 
• Read the press release here. 

buy t1·1e best outdoor brands 

RaclngThePianet In The Media 

• Sport's llustrated Magazine's guest editor interviewed 4 
Deserts championship leader Ryan Sandes last month. AB de 
Villiers, one of South Africa's leading cricketers was given the 
opportunity to choose any South African sportsperson to 
Interview and he chose Ryan. Click here to read. 

• ABC Radio in Melbourne, Australia invited 4 Deserts Gran Slam 
competitor Peter Jong to join cricket leged Matthew Haydon and 
comedian/runner Adam Rozenbachs to talk about their sporting 
achievements and what drives them. Click here to listen. 

• Denmark's national BT newspaper featured Anders Jensen's 
win at the Sahara Race 2010. 
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Kimberley Ultramarathon: 2 September 2011 

Page 2 of3 

• The US Department of Defense website featured an interview 
with Capt. Carrie Zederkof who ran the Sahara Race 2010 with 
her father and brother, Ted and Matt lowe. Click here to read. 

Vibram Fivefingers now available 
in the online store. 

We've received many enquires about Vibram Fllleflngers, 
and discussed barefoo1 running with a number of 

competitors. lhe wait Is over, as you con now 
purchase them in store. We look forward to the 

reviews and feedback! Click here for more@ 

• l 

The beginning of September is recognised as a great time of year to visit Western Australia's Kimberley region. The humidity is low-- It's dry 
but there are still many of the seasonal pools around for swimming and temperatures are just starting to climb during the day. Competitors at the 
Kimberley Ultramarathon are certainly going to be in for a technical course; it's not just going to suit the running gazelles out there, but the 
mountain goats too. That's what we love about The Kimberley-- it's varied, and it's technical. The flora and fauna are also remarkable with 
stunning scenery. 

The race website is fully launched, and you can find out all about the race at www.kimberleyultramarathon.com. For any news about 
RacingThePianet, visit www.racingtheplanet.com. 

The Last Desert (Antarctica), Sign up for Breaking News 17-27 November 

If this message was forwarded to you, sign up for RacingThePianet's Newsletter here. 

If you no longer wish to receive these emails, please reply to this message with "Unsubscribe" in the subject line or simply dick on the following link: ~ 

You 
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In the news: The results of the Atacama Crossing 2011; NHK of Japan to air prime time special on Atacama Crossing, 9 April; Dean Karnazes 
(the Ultramarathon Man) has a new book with four chapters on the 4 Deserts; find out who is taking part in the Sahara Race and the Gobi 
March this year; RacingThePianet coming to Sydney in May; and new Training Camp dates in Hong Kong for April and June. 

Having trouble reading text and seeing the images? Click to view this email in a browser 

Sahara Race (Egypt) 
2 - 8 October 2011 

There's a growing number of 4 Deserts alumni entering this year's 
Sahara ~ace Including Atacama Crossing 2011 medalists Campbell 
and Stephanie Cave, and newly minted 4 Deserts Club member Alain 
Wehbl. Click here to see the current field of competitors. 

This year will be the second year that the race will include running 
through the Valley of the Whales, an extraordinary location that proved 
to the world that whales evolved from land based mammals. Click here 
to see photos from the 2010 race, and here to visit the website. 

SHOPTHESTORE 

To see the full results of the 
Atacama Crossing 2011 

Click here 

Atacama Crossing (Chile) 2011 
6-12 March 

@ 

The first 4 Deserts race of 2011 was won by Anders Jensen of 
Denmark. The 29 year-old based in Singapore went into the event as 
pre-race favourite being the current Sahara Race champion, but was 
pushed every step of the way by Martin Chinchilla of Chile and latterly 
Darren Nichols of Canada. To see the results, click here. 

Klmberlev Ultramarathon 

Kimberley Ultramarathon 
2 - 4 September 2011 

The Outdoor Store 

Preparations for the Kimberley Ultramarathon are moving apace. 

After course director Carlos Prieto Garcia undertook a course recce at 
the beginning of last month, we have now added additional race 
packages for those J!)eople who would like to explore the area more 

. after the race or who want to bring family, (Click here to view). 

I The field of competitors is taking shape, with leading Taiwanese runner 

I 
Chen Yen Po the most recent entry. Click here to see the current field 
and here to visit the Kimberley Ultramarathon website. 

buy the best outdoor brands 

Gobi March (China) 2011 
26 June - 2 July 

The next race in the 2011 calendar is the Gobi March. Course Director 
Chuck Walker will be traveling to Turpan In a couple of weeks time to 
undertake a final course recce, so we'll have some more photos from 
this year's route very shortly. 

Click here to see the current competitor list. 

There are some wonderful blogs kept by competitors from the race, and , . . . 
some great features as well so click through the links to see. Now s .the t1me that .competitors need to st~rt tesb~g out the gear they 

--- ' are gomg to use. Chck here to see the equtpment hst, and here for our 

Zandy Mangold did a fantastic job once again of capturing the race. 
Click here to see the gallery. 

Click here to visit the Atacama Crossing website. 

list of Top Ten Race Items. 

Click here to visit the Gobi March website. 
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GEARBULLETIN Sign JP here for exclusive fortnightly discounts e> 
RaclngThePianet News I 
Kevin Lin, the renowned Taiwanese Ultrarunner and 4 Deserts ! 
Champion 2006, will embark on his latest challenge at the end of April. l 
"Running The Silk Road" will see Kevin lead his team from Turkey to j 
China over five months, to find out more visit their expedition site here. , 
Jodi Bloomer of Canada, a veteran of the Gobi March 2005 and the 
Atacama Crossing 2004, will be joining him. Expedition Foods has 

expedition. 
supplied the freeze dried food and nutritional products for the 1

1 
Congratulations to Mark and Jenna Mossimann on the birth of their 
daughter Alana. Mark and Jenna met at RacingThePianet: Vietnam 
2008 and were married last year. 

Pre-Registration is now open for the 2013 roving race. 
RacingThePianet: Jordan will take place in May 2012 and the website 
will launch shortly. Click here for registration details. Register while 
you can! 

Endurance Racing Training Camp (Hong Kong) 
The three episodes of Trans World Sport that featured The Last Desert 21 - 22 May 2011 and 4- 5 June 2011 
2010 are now available on You Tube. Fellow this link to watch. 

NHK (Japan), the leading network in Japan, will feature a 1 1/2 hour 
prime time special on the Atacama Crossing on 9 April. 

Get a copy of Dean Karnazes book called "Run!: 26.2 Stories of 
Blisters and Bliss," to read the chapters about the 4 Deserts. 

The next training camps in the Expert Advice series from The Outdoor 

I Store have been announced. Experts trainers and 4 Deserts veterans 
Rob James and Peter Lee will lead the camps. 

I The two-day sessions include training, nutrition, race and gear advice 
j as well as practical, long distance training sessions and camping 
! overnight in one of Hong Kong's most beautiful and quiet country parks. 

Lucy Tang talks to Hong Kong's most read English newspaper, the 1 VVith limited places available, the camps accommodates all ranges of 
South China Morning Post's "Sunday Post" about joining the 4 Deserts j' ability and experience. 
Club. Click here to read. 

Michelle Kakade is celebrated as the first Indian woman to complete 
I Click here to find out more about the camps on 21 -22 May 2011 and 4-

1
5 June 2011. 

the Atacama Crossing in The Times of India. Click here to read. . 

I Visit RacingThePianet, The Outdoor Store, here. 
Rafael Fuchsbruger, Christian Schiester and Peter Osterwalder feature 1 --
in the latest edition of Germany's Aktiv Laufen. Click here to read. 1 

! 

You 
fll:j 
~ 

Join us at our Sydney Road show on 12 May 2011 .._ ~ • :. 

If this message was forwarded to you, sign up for RacingThePianet's Newsletter here. 
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In the news: Gear Survey Results and Zandy Mangold's Top 5 Photos from the Atacama Crossing 2011. The first of our new bi-weekly 
equipment features that will drill down into how a particular competitor's gear performed during an event. Meet the ladies 4 Deserts Champions 
and read new articles on competitors taking part in this year's Gobi March and Sahara Race. Plus reminders about our growing library of expert 
advice articles, the next RacingThePianet training camp and May's Sydney Roadshow. 

Having trouble reading text and seeing the images? Click to view this email in a browser 

Atacama Crossing (Chile) 
4 -10 March 2012 

We asked Official Ji>hotographer Zandy Mangold to pick out his favourite fiVe shots from the Atacama Crossing 2011. He just about managed to 
narrow it down to his favourite six! See his choice here. 

We're starting a new bi-weekly feature where we'll talk to a competitor about the gear they used at a RacingThePianet event. We hope this is 
going to be a great resource for competitors. This week we talk to Marcelo Musial of Brazil about how his kit at the Atacama Crossing 2011 
performed, and what he's going to change for RacingThePianet: Nepal 2011 . Read it here. 

The gear survey from the race is also now available here, so see which brands were most popular for lhe essential gear competitors used. 

Stay tuned over the next month as we roll out a new website design for the Atacama Crossing 2012 and other 4 Deserts events. See the new 
homepage here. 

To find out more about the 
location and the course 
click here. 
~ 

Gobi March (China) 
26 June - 2 July 2011 

Read the latest article about one of the teams competing at this year's 
Gobi March on the website here. 

Paul Acheson, who was the fastest of our 201 o Grand Slam 
competitors, has decided that one Gobi March Is not enough and Is 
coming back for more in June. Find out who else is competing at the 
event here. 

Visit the event website here for all the latest information. 

RaclngThePianet: Jordan 2012 
13-19 May 

Registration is open for next year's Roving Race. The event will take 
place in Jordan - a country of immense landscapes, wadis, nomadic 
tribes and fascinating history. 

The website will be launched shortly and stay tuned for more 
information about the race and the location. 

Click here to pre-register for a very limited number of places. 
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Sign up here for exclusive fortnightly discounts ~ 

Sahara Race (Egypt) 2011 
2-8 October 

To watch the videos from the 
Sahara Race 201 0, cllcl< here 

~ 

RacingThePianet veteran Stefan Danis of Canada Is tackling the 
Sahara Race in October alongside a group of 9 other competitors he 
has inspired to take part. Read more about it here. 

There are already 35.different countries represented in the field . Find 
out who is competing in Egypt in the official competitor list here. 

For a great perspective from last year's event read race champion 
Anders Jensen's and second placed Ryan Bennett's daily blogs from 
the week they battled it out for honours in the desert. 

Visit the website .t!grn. 

Expert advice arti"''t:'"~·!":1·r~.~f~~"!f2 

Kimberley Ultramarathon 2011 
2 - 4 September 

There's a large Australian contingent registered to participate in the 
Kimberley Ultramarathon, check out the competitor field here. 

There's still time to reserve your place at eur Sydney Roadshow on 12 
May 2011. Click here to find out all the details. 

Stay up to date with all the latest news on the Kimberley Ultramarathon 
Facebook page here. 

Visit the Kimberley Ultramarathon website here. 

RaclngThePianet to honour 4 Deserts Champions 

Read abOut medical matters, ~ 
race nutrition, choosing gear 
and even 1ips on fundraislng, 
·by clicking here 

The year 2010 saw the first female 4 Deserts Champion crowned at 
_ -... ··~~·~=-"'r""' The Last Desert. RacingThePianet will now be honouring the previous 

e two winners who deserve this award by crowning Lisanne Dorian the 
2006 champion and Laura Corti the 2008 champion. 

t1~i~:~~~n~~-r{~·a!;9r.ifeR!~tf~!!~W~{9f$#~~v~~tg1f8i~~~~~iWP~·~- · 
t:· in l-.f.~ng - K~ng. Click here for, details.- ·'·.::· · · · -~~:. · ·: · · - _,.,l 
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In the news: Several former 4 Deserts champions to go head to head in the Sahara Race; Damon Goerke and Jennifer Madz of Australia win 
the Gobi March 2011; The Kimberley Ultramarathon is the next event on the calendar; Sandy Suckling reviews her Sahara Race 2010 gear; 
Marshall Ulrich gives his advice on training for a 100km race; Expedition Foods launches 450kcal serving size after feedback from 4 Deserts 
events. 

Having trouble reading text and seeing the images? Click to view this email in a browser 

Sahara Race (Egypt) 
2 - 8 October 2011 

~ 

Several previous 4 Deserts champions will go head to head in this year's Sahara Race. Briton Dan Parr, Canadian Mehmet Danis and Italian 
Paolo Barghlnl. We're welcoming back a number of competitors to this year's event including the indefatigable Jesse Yoo of Korea who will aim 
to complete his 17th RacingThePianet event at the Sahara Race. Click here to see the current competitor list. 

Competitors should now be deep into the process of testing out their gear. The latest Featured Competitor was Sandy Suckling who reviewed 
her Sahara Race 2010 gear for us. Click here to read what Is fast becoming the most popular category of articles on the website. 

The race will take place in the same general are-a as In 2010, with competitors getting the opportunity to race through the UNESCO World 
Heritage Site of Wadi EI-Rayan. Click here to see the course. 

If you haven't already seen the photos of last year's race, be sure to check out the gallery of Zandy Mangold's shots here; and stay up to date 
with all the latest news and Information at the event website: www.sahararace.com 

Gobi March (China) 
26 June - 2 July 2011 

buy tt e best outdoor brands 

Kimberley Ultramarathon 
2 - 4 September 2011 

The Gobi Desert lived up to its reputation and threw everything it had at With a little under two months to go before the Inaugural Kimberley 
competitors at this year's Gobi March, which finished last weekend. Ultramarathon, the field of competitors is on the website. Click here to 

see who Is competing. 
Overnight temperatures dipped to 6°C (43°F); fog delayed the start of 
one stage by 4 hours; there were torrential rains; The Oven reached It's great to be going back to this part of Western Australia and have 
highs of 47°C (117°F); and on the final night in the desert a sandstorm Kununurra as our host town again. The local community was extremely 
tried to destroy the campsite. welcoming and we're just really excited that we have the opportunity to 

None of this dampened the spirits of competitors, a fantastic group of 
people who stoically took the weather in their stride. 

introduce more people to this remote, rugged but beautiful wilderness. 

To see photos from the recce earlier in the year, click here, and if you 
are Interested in combining the event with some sightseeing, then see 
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• Find the final results here. 
• You can see the photo gallery here, and the videos here. 
• To read how the race progressed find the Stage Updates here. 
• Read all the features from the race here, and get a feel for what 

competitors were going through in their blogs here. 
Visit the Gobi March website here. 

some tour packages here. 

Get all the latest news and information at the website: 
www.kimberteyultramarathon.com. 

Sign up here for exclusive fortnightly discounts 

RaclngThePianet: Latest Features 

Ultrarunning legend Marshall Ulrich gives us his advice and tips for 
training for a 1 OOkm race. 

Featured Equipment: Sandy Suckling reviews her gear for Sahara 
Race 2010 and tells us what she changed for Gobi March 2011 . 

Learn more about the role of electrolyte and fluid balance during 
endurance activities. 

i 

I 
i 
j 
I 

I 
i 

i 
I 
I 

Running Socks: Why it's important to pair the right shoes with the right j 
socks. I 
The Art of Making Camping Romantic: A blog on how to introduce a 
friend to camping. 

New Super-Lightweight 450kcal Meals 
8 of the most popular flavours now available, 

and all due to the 4 Deserts. 
Click here for more 

~ 

RacingThePianet: In the News j RacingThePianet: Latest News 

Gabl Schotter, a finisher in the Gobi March 2011, was featured on 
television In the United States, click here to view her interview. 

4 Deserts 2010 Grand Slammer Thaddeus Lawrence was featured in I

I Event Director Sam Fanshawe has just returned from a trip to Nepal 
where she finalized campsites and held a press conference. See the 
full list of competitors here. 

FHM last month. Click here to read. I Course Director Carlos Garcia of Spain is currently In Jordan finalzing 
the course for Racin!l)ThePianet: Jordan 2012 --expect some recce 

Wouter Kingma followed in the footsteps of two other Official . photos In three weeks. Pre-Registration Is available here. 
Photographers by successfully competing in a RacingThePianet event. I 
He was featured in Gulf News before the event, here. 1 RacingThePianet will host a special dinner at the Hong Kong Club on 

-- 121 October 2011 for the Child Welfare Scheme, a charity which 
Gunnar Faehn talks about the 4 Deserts in a series of articles for II supports causes in Nepal. 
Kondis magazine in Norway. Feature 1, 2, 3, 4. 

- - - - RacingThePianet will be organizing an annual event through the 
Visit the RacingThePianet website at www.racingtheplanet.com. Barossa Valley In South Australia-- the inaugural event called 

I
"Maratones del Vino" will be on 5 May 2012. A special launch party is 
planned. 
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Decision Sheet for 
Tourism WA Board Meeting 

August 2009 

... * ,,.,,.,1,_ 
WESTERN AUSTRALIA 

DIVISION: Eventscorp 

MATTER FOR DECISION 

ISSUE "WA Action Events Series, Funding 

RECOMMENDATION That the Tourism WA Board approves the total funding of $1,300,000 
over three years to support the "WA Action Events Series" Program. 

FINANCIAL STATUS The total funding requested is within Eventscorp's forward funding 
allocation. 

RISK Description: That the Board declines the recommendation and the 
concept does not progress. 

Consequence: Political - Minor (2) 

Likelihood: Unlikely (2) 

RATING: Low (4) 

POLICY I Not applicable. 
DELEGATION 

PREVIOUS BOARD Not applicable. 
ADVICE 

BACKGROUND This new approach by Eventscorp to event development focuses on 
developing a range of highly acclaimed, world-class, Western Australian 
events that will grow over time and be synonymous with Western 
Australia in such a way that they cannot be relocated or replicated 
elsewhere. 

The WA Action Events Series (WAAES) Proposal 
Eventscorp proposes that five quality events be targeted and be provided 
with funding support for three years, principally across two areas: 

1. Direct funding to produce and distribute a 26 minute television 
program on each event for national and international distribution; 
and 

2. Direct event funding support. 

The proposed events are: 
1. ~~The Doctor" Rottnest to Scarborough World Cup Surf Ski Race 

(from January 201 0) 
2. Lancelin Ocean Classic (from January 201 0)- Windsurfing event 
3. Rottnest Swim (from February 201 0)- Open Water Swim 
4. Avon Descent (from August 201 0)- Adventure Race 
5. Anaconda Race (from November 201 0) -Adventure Race 

A brief description on each event is provided in Attachment 1. 



BACKGROUND 
(continued) 

The key objectives for this concept are to considerably elevate selected 
events and generate strong media coverage showcasing the events and 
the associated imagery of Perth and regional Western Australia. 

Event media coverage is an extremely cost"effective way of promoting 
WA to a global audience due to the sheer size of the audiences and the 
cross-market appeal of events. 

Eventscorp has held advanced discussions regarding this concept with 
Eurocam Productions - a television and digital media production and 
distribution company. 

Eurocam has subsequently secured strong interest from international 
networks to produce and distribute a 13 part '!Australian Multisport 
Series". Additional Australian adventure sport events are required to 
create a substantial enough package to secure the international network 
interest. 

It is envisaged that following the first year there will be a significant 
increase ih the number of countries that secure the Multisport series. 
Attachment 2 outlines the distribution scheduled for the first year. 

Benefits to Western Australia 
1. Media coverage - the WA events will be guaranteed national and 

international coverage. This media coverage will elevate the 
events' profile and promotional capacity nationally and 
internationally. 

2. This television production is expected to attract an increase in 
competitors, high profile athletes and commercial opportunities 
directly to the event. 

3. A contract between Eventscorp and Eurocam will ensure 
Eventscorp has a better opportunity to control and have input into 
each program and its production. Eventscorp will be able to have 
input into the TV event logo, commentators notes, TV graphics, 
shooting schedule, postcards etc. This is an area where the 
majority of the WA event holders have limited knowledge or 
experience. 

4. Highlighting WA's extraordinary experiences through regular TV 
programming. 

5. All proposed events have a unique location (destination branding) 
that will be reinforced via the television broadcast. 

6. Audiences in Tourism WA's key markets will receive regular WA 
events during the year. 

7. WAAES funding of the Avon Descent ($30k), Anaconda Adventure 
Race ($30k), and the Lancelin Ocean Classic ($20k) would release 
the current funding provided by the Regional Events Scheme to 
these events, enabling other, potentially new regional events to 
secure regional event scheme funding. 

8. The WAAES will enable the event organisers to promote this 
Eventscorp support to prospective corporate sponsors, thus 
providing credibility and more commercial opportunities for each 
event. 

Funding 
It is proposed to allocate funding of $300,000 in 2009/10 and $500,000 
for the next two financial years. At the conclusion of 2011/12 Eventscorp 
will assess the effectiveness of the WAAES concept and make a 
recommendation on the future of the program to the Board. 



BACKGROUND 
(continued) 

ATTACHMENTS 

SUBMITTED BY 

SIGNATURE 

* The Avon Descent already has a Channel 10 program produced and 
distributed nationally by the event organisers. Eurocam will provide 
additional cameras and then edit the Channel 1 0 coverage to ensure a 
much higher quality program tailored to an international audience. 

** Event Support- funding will be allocated to event objectives. This will 
range from specific operational support or event specific initiatives, such 
as: 
Rottnest Channel Swim - develop a country v country element, improve 
general event presentation for TV etc. 
Avon Descent, Lancelin Ocean Classic, The Doctor and Anaconda 
Adventure Race - increase prize money to attract higher profile 
competitors, increase media/PR activities and improve event 
presentation. 

Measuring success 
Funded events will be evaluated as per the following: 

1. National and international print, TV and radio media impact 
(media monitoring). 

2. Economic impact- visitors to the State. 
3. Community support and growth in attendance. 
4. Growth in alternative, additional funding sources. 
5. Event prestige. 

1. WA Action Series events 
2. Eurocam National and International television distribution 

David van Ooran 

DATE 13 August 2009 



Attachment 1 

WA Action Event Series 

RottnestChanneiSwim 

The Rottnest Channel Swim recently celebrated the 5oth anniversary of the 
first swim to Rottnest. This annual event is popular with diverse age groups. It 
is recognised as the largest open water swimming event of its kind in the 
world, attracting 2000 participants swimming from Cottesloe Beach to 
Thompson Bay at Rottnest Island. 

Anaconda Adventure Race 

The marquee event in the National Series, the Anaconda Adventure Race in 
Augusta boasts a record field of competitors. In its third year the event grew to 
be the largest adventure race of its kind in the world with over 1550 
competitors. Equally as impressive are the other records the event created in 
it having the largest number of kayak/ski's in a race in Australia and was also 
the largest mountain bike event in WA. 
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"The Doctor" Ocean Classic 

Incorporating Perth Suri Ski World Cup 
So named because of the prevailing afternoon sea breeze (Fremantle Doctor) 
this event is a 23 kilometre ocean crossing from Thompsons Bay on Rottnest 
Island to Scarborough Beach in metropolitan Perth. As part of the Suri Ski 
World Series and the first event on the 2009 tour, "The Doctor" will play host 
to the best from a wide variety of ocean sports. Olympic, ironman and the 
world's top ocean athletes will make their way to Perth to compete in a four 
day paddle fest. Race 1 features the epic ocean crossing with race 2 a coastal 
relay to be held on the following Tuesday evening. This event is open to all 
ocean athletes who can handle a paddle and gives the weekend punter the 
opportunity to line-up with the world's best. 

Avon Descent 

The Avon Descent presents a serious challenge and is a prized trophy to 
those who have been victorious. Participants challenge the Avon and Swan 
Rivers in a variety of paddle and powercraft in an exciting two-day time trial 

2 



over 133 gruelling kilometres. The Avon Descent offers competitors conditions 
ranging from long stretches of flat water that can test the endurance of the 
fittest athlete through to rapids, sure to test the skills of all who attempt to 
navigate the unknown contours. 

The Avon Descent passes through some of Western Australia's most 
picturesque country, including the farming regions of historic Northam and 
Toodyay, forested national parks, steep gorges, the Swan Valley vineyard 
region and eventually the tidal waters of the upper Swan River. 

Lancelin Ocean Classic 

The Lancelin Ocean Classic is the most prestigious and longest running 
windsurf event in Australia. World Class Competitors and spectators come 
from all over the world. The event attracts 3000 to 5000 visitors to Lancelin. 
Windsurfing and the Lancelin Ocean Classic are a major tourism asset for the 
town and Western Australia. International competitors from Colombia, British 
Virgin Islands, Canada, America, Holland, Germany, Switzerland, Sweden, 
Norway, Finland, Austria, Scotland, Denmark, Ireland, New Zealand, England, 
France and Japan all take part in this internationally recognized event. The 
Lancelin Ocean Classic, a world renowned windsurfing event, is run over four 
days, with three disciplines of the sport. The first two days, Thursday and 
Friday consist of Wave sailing, Saturday; the Marathon and Sunday slalom. 

The marathon is a down wind course of approximately 25 kilometres and over 
the years has seen growth from 200 to 400 starters, many entering just to try 
to complete the gruelling course. Wave sailing is the more spectacular 
discipline with over 70 competitors sailing in four man heats trying to out 
manoeuvre each other with the highest aerials or radical wave riding. Slalom 
is high speed racing, with speed, jibing and accuracy being the winning 
qualifications. 
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Attachment 2 

Sky Sports NZ 

Extreme C 
Media 

Sport Ten 

DubaiTV 

Versus 

0 

ESPN ~ STAR SPORTS or 
Australian Network 

BskB- Sky 

Eurosport 

EUROCAM " PROPOSED DISTRIBUTION SUMMARY 

MUL TISPORT TV· MAGAZINE SERIES 

Report as of 12/11/08 

New Zealand Potential 
million homes 
Sport Subscribers: UHF: 130,000 DTH: 295,000 

Europe 

India Pakistan, Sri lanka, Maldives, Hong 
Indonesia 

Middle East 

SA 

Exclusive 

Exclusive 

13 x 1/2 hour 

13 x 1/2 hour 

13 x 1/2 hour 

3 x 1/2 hour 

3 x 1/2 hour 

13 x 1/2 hour 

13 x 1/2 hour 
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Top 10 Endurance Competitions 
This year's 24 Hours of Le Mans saw automaker Audifinish in first, second, and third place. 
TIME looks at other notable tests of human stamina. 

1 Full L.ist 
IS IT OVER YET? 

• 24 Hours of Le Mans 

• Tour de France 

• Dakar Rally 

• lditarod Trail Sled Dog Ra·ce 

• Cannonball Run 

• 4 Deserts 
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Superstitions 

, .. , 
' ' 

!
=A. 

~) 

£. / 

Top to Swindlers Before Kate Walsh: 
The Top 10 Nude 
Magazme Covers 

Top 10 Weirdest 
Theme Parks: 

New York Fashion 
Week2012 

Welcome to 
Napoleon land! 

Most Popular» 

MOST READ MOST EMAILEO 

1. How Exercise Can Change Your DNA 
2 . Subject for Debate: Are Women People? 
3- 'Why Exercise Won't Make You Thin 

Full list )) 

4· Does the Color Pink Exist? Scientists Aren't 
Sure 

5, 100 Years of Oreos: 9 Things You Didn't Know 
About the Iconic Cookie 

6. Did the Moon Help Sink the Titanic? A New 
Theory Says Yes 

7· Twin Sisters, 73, Found Dead inCA Home 
8. How Obama Put Netanyahu in the Comer Over 

Iran 
9· How Barack Put Bibi In the Corner 

l'o. Am I Pretty or Ugly? Why Teen Girls Are 
Asking YouTube for Validation 
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Top 10 Endurance Competitions 
This year's 24 Hours of Le Mans saw automaker Audifinish in first, second, and tlzird place. 
TIME looks at other notable tests of human stamina. 
I Story I All Best and Worst Lists 

4 Deserts 
By GILBERT CRUZ Monday, June 14, 2010 

PRINT I EMAIL I SHARE 
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Sahara Race, Oct. 3 
The Last Desert, Nov. 17 

BACK NEXT 

6 of 10 IVtew All 

Why trek for hundreds of miles across one 
desert when you can do so across four? 
The Four Deserts ultramarathon (also 
known as the RacingThePlauet 
competition), involves a six-day, 150-mile 
walk across each of the following: the 
Gobi, the Sahara, and the Atacama in 
Chile. Only by completing those three can 
participants take part in the final stage, a 
walk across Antarctica known as the Last 
Desert competition. And yes, Antarctica, 
with negligible annual rainfall, is 

considered a desert. 

This year's remaining schedule is as 
follows: 
Gobi Mm·ch, June 27 

View the full list for "Top 10 Endurance Competitions" 

Sponsored Links 

Win a Trip to Tahiti 
4 Tickets + $20,000 Cash. Enter CareerOne's Easiset Job Ever! 
t'asit'stjobevt'r.careerone.com.au 

Camels In Ausb·alin 
Camels are amazing creatures of the desert, ride them In the Outback. 
\\Wiv.TraveiNT.com/Camt'ls 

Shipping Internationally? 
We Forward US Purchases to You! One-Time Use Available for Parcels. 
\\Ww.myus.com 
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Ultramarathoners may sustain mostly minor injuries in long races - Los Angeles Times Page 1 of2 

ADVERTISEMENT 
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Study on multi-day ultra-marathon injury rates offers 

up ... 

Mayt6,2o11 
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May13,2011 

Runners' aids improve performance, reduce injuries 

June 29, 2009 

MORE STORIES ABOUT 

Injuries 
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Rtmners 

BOOSTER SHOTS: Oddities, musings and news from the 
health world 

Ultramarathoners suffer injuries but 
most may be minor, a study finds 
Decembel' 01, 2011 I By Jeannine Stein, Los Angeles 
Times /For the Booster Shots blog 

Ultramarathoners go to extremes, but their rate of major 
injuries may be somewhat moderate. 

A study of 396 ultramarathoners found that while many 
suffer injuries throughout the course of their race, the vast 
majority of them are minor. Researchers looked at medical 
data on runners who competed in Racing the Planet 4 
Deserts series, a four-part ultra-race that takes place over 
seven days in rough terrain on four continents. Runners 
travel150 miles per race. 

ADS BY GOOGLE 

Medical Supplies Online 
Huge Range Of Top Quality & Branded MedicalfSurgical Products. Order Now 
criticalgroup.com.au 

OHS Diploma Course 
5 Day F-F Intensive Diploma course Also Available Self Paced Start Now 
HBAlearningcentres.com.au 
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Medical tents are set up throughout the course and at the finish line. For the study, medical staff treated 
1,173 injuries and illnesses among 257 runners, categorizing their maladies as a medical illness, a 
musculoskeletal injmy or a skin disorder. Most of the runners (79.2%) were male, and the average age 
was4o. 

The vast majority of the injuries-- about 95% --were minor. Among those, 74.3% were skin-related 
disorders (such as foot blisters or hematomas), 18.2% were musculoskeletal injuries (such as tendonitis) 
and 7.5% were medical illnesses. 

Being older caine with an advantage-- every to-year increase in age was associated with 0.5 fewer 
illnesses and injuries, 0.2 fewer musculoskeletal injuries and 04 fewer skin disorders. Women had 0.16 
more medical illnesses than men. 

Researchers noted that skin and musculoskeletal injuries peaked during days three and four of the race, 
but nmners who were able to work through the pain and inconvenience had few injmies in the last and 
toughest stage of the race. This could be, they said, because these athletes are more resilient or that by 
this time they've learned to medically treat themselves. 

The slowest runners had about the same injury rate as the fastest runners; although they spend more 
time on the course, the study authors said, they may stop or slow down to take care of their wounds. 

As ultra races increase in popularity, more research is being done on the athletes who compete in them to 
better understand the physical demands of the events, and how the body responds to them. This study 
was published in the December issue of the journal Medicine & Science in Sports & Exercise. 
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Matter for Decision ... fP 
Tourism WA Board Meeting #Ot~,.J.I,_, 

WESTEiiN AUSTRALIA 

1 July 2011 (Out~of~Session Decision) 

DIVISION: Events corp 

MATTER FOR DECISION- KIMBERLEY ULTRAMARATHON 

!ISSUE 

Kimberley Ultramarathon 2011-2013 (Royalties for Regions Funding) 

I RECOMMENDATION 

That the Tourism WA Board approves the recommendation to: 

1. Provide a total of $930,000 over three years for the Kimberley Ultramarathon as per the 
breakdown below. 

2. To seek the funding through Eventscorp's Royalties for Regions (R4R) Regional Events 
Funds. 

*Note all Royalties for Regions funding requests require the approval of the Department of 
Regional Development and Lands as well as Cabinet. 

I FINANCIAL STATUS 

Refer to attachment 2 outlining the overall Eventscorp budget for 2011/12 to 2014/15. 

I RISK 

The event holder, Racing the Planet Ltd experiences significant financial difficulties and is unable 
to deliver the event. Racing the Planet Ltd will assume all management and financial 
responsibilities. The event will include milestone payments linked to deliverables. 

I POLICY/DELEGATION 

This level of funding falls within the delegated authority of the Tourism WA Board, however the 
allocation of Royalties for Regions funding is subject to Cabinet approval. 

I PREVIOUS BOARD ADVICE 

Nil 

I BACKGROUND 

Event Overview 

Kimberley Ultramarathon 
RacingTheP/anet 100 is a new unique series of 100 kilometre, single-stage, self-supported, rough
country footraces, staged in some of the most remote, least explored and unique places on Earth. 
In addition to the 100 kilometre distance there is also the option to do 50 kilometres or a marathon 
(42 kilometre). For any distance raced there is also an ultramarathon package option which 
includes accommodation, tours and transfers. 

Each RacingTheP/anet 100 event takes competitors through a variety of terrains bringing them 
1 



into contact with unique geographies, local communities and historical landmarks. The event is 
open to both teams and individuals; the race is non-stop in a single stage and includes a 
generous cut-off time of 48 hours. Competitors must carry a selection of mandatory items and 
pass through up to eight checkpoints to successfully finish the race. The competitors are 
encouraged to use the event to raise money for their individual charities. It is expected that the 
event will involve competitors from over 30 different countries. 

In 2010, RacingTheP/anet 100 was launched with the inaugural location in the Taklamakan Desert 
of China. The second event of RacingTheP/anet 100 will take place in the Kimberley of Western 
Australia. The Kimberley Ultramarathon will be held in the outback between Kununurra and the Gibb River 
Road and El Questro Wilderness Park in Western Australia. Up to 1 00 competitors will compete over the 
1 OOkm race that will deliver significant media impact for the region. 

Future event sites are currently being assessed. The Kimberley event will be exclusive for Australia. 

RacingThePianet 
RacingThePianet is a unique category of rough country footraces that take place over seven days 
and some 250 kilometres in remote and culturally rich locations around the world. Competitors 
must carry all their own equipment and food, are only provided with water and a place in a tent 
each day but are supported by professional medical and operations teams. RacingThePianet is 
international; the events typically involve competitors from over 20 different countries with roughly 
1/3 from North America, 1/3 from Asia and 1/3 from Europe. 

Currently the events consist of the 4 Deserts, a series which encompasses the Gobi Desert in 
China, the Atacama Desert of Chile, the Sahara Desert in Egypt and Antarctica, and a fifth event 
which roves to a new location each year with the inaugural event held in Vietnam in February 
2008, Namibia in May 2009, and the Kimberley Region in 2010. The 4 Deserts events take 
competitors on a journey through the driest, hottest, coldest and windiest places on earth which 
will test limits both mentally and physically. Racing the Planet won recent accolades from Time 
magazine being ranked 2nd in the top ten endurance races around the world. 

The 2010 Racing the Planet event staged in the Kimberley was a success according to the event 
organisers and participants. The spectacular countryside, amazing images and popularity of the 
event has prompted the organsiers to create an annual Kimberley Ultramarathon event in the 
North West region. 

Funding Breakdown and Recommendation 
It is recommended that this funding is broken down as follows: 

Table 2: Tourism WA funding 
::·:I.L't;l II ........ ·.· .. ·.·.: i' {'\]!': :;,~Q~}{gQ,1i2~ \c;'·'·:; •· ;:·~Ql~/gQ·~.~ 
Event Funding $275,000 $275,000 
Event Research $25,000 $25,000 
Event costs (sign age etc) $10,000 $10,000 
Totals $310,000 $310,000 

I EVENT SELECTION CRITERIA 

Key requirements: 

'':'' MU: :~f~.Ql.~z~g:~~)\i'.~ ·;:;:;g 
$275,000 
$25,000 
$10,000 
$310,000 

1. Does this event deliver strong Economic Impact (EI) and ROI? 
The event is expected to deliver the following participants and supporters: 

Athletes 100 4 nights $220 $88,000 

Accompanying Visitors 100 4 nights $220 $88,000 

Event Management 10 5 nights $250 $12,500 



Officials 10 $250 $7,500 

2. Will the event generate national and international media exposure for Perth/WA? 
A 52 minute broadcast of the event will be produced and distributed by Beyond Action 
Productions. 

Table 4: Interested media broadcasters have been identified as: 

NETWORK TEN 

Fox Sports 

Sky Sports NZ 

Extreme Channel- Cello 
Media 
CCTV 

Sport Ten 

Dubai TV 

ESPN- STAR SPORTS or 
Australian Network 

BskB - Sky Sports 

Australia 

Australia 

New Zealand 

Europe 

China 

India Pakistan, Sri Lanka, Maldives, Hong Kong and 
Indonesia 
Middle East 

UK, Wales, Scotland, Ireland, Isle of Man 

Eurosport Pan Europe 

Potential Estimated Advertising Equivalent Value (AEV) $2-3m. 

3. Does the event fit with the brand - "experience extraordinary"? 
The event will be unique and exclusive to Western Australia. It will provide a world class 
location for a very special international adventure race and broadcast internationally. It will 
showcase many areas unseen by most viewers. 

4. Does the event fit within the Western Australian Event Calendar? 
The event will be the only major Ultramarathon event featured on WA's major event 
calendar and exclusive within Australia. 

Other considerations: 

5. Does the event build "equity" in Western Australia -is it WA owned? Is it exclusive 
toWA? 
The event will be owned and operated by Racing the Planet Ltd based in Hong Kong but 
will employ a local (Kununurra) event management company to run the event on their 
behalf. 

6. Does the event activate existing or proposed infrastructure developments? 
The event will be hosted in the natural environment of the Kimberley Region. 

7. Does the event add vibrancy to WA and will the event be supported or participated 
by Western Australians? 
The event is a media impact event but is open to Western Australians to compete. The 
event will generate considerable media and public interest particularly throughout the 
Kimberley region. 



8. Can the event be managed in Western Australia? 
The event operations will be managed by a local Kununurra event management company. 

I ATTACHMENTS 
1. Standard Feasibility Assessment 

SUBMITTED BY David van Ooran 
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Attachment 1 



Event Name 
Event Date 

Kimberley Ultramarathon 
September 2011 .. 2013 

1. BACKGROUND AND EVENT DESCRIPTION 
Kimberley Ultramarathon 
RacingThePianet 100 is a unique series of 100 kilometre, single-stage, self-supported, rough
country footraces, staged in some of the most remote, least explored and unique places on Earth. 
In addition to the 100 kilometre distance there is also the option to do 50 kilometres or a marathon 
(42 kilometre). For any distance raced there is also a ultramarathon package option which 
includes accommodation, tours and transfers. 

Each RacingThePianet 100 event takes competitors through a variety of terrains bringing them 
into contact with unique geographies, local communities and historical landmarks. The event is 
open to both teams and individuals, the race is non-stop in a single stage and includes a 
generous cut-off time of 48 hours. Competitors must carry a selection of mandatory items and 
pass through up to eight checkpoints to successfully finish the race. The competitors are 
encouraged to use the event to raise money for their individual charities. It is expected that the 
event will involve competitors from over 30 different countries. 

In 2010, RacingThePianet 100 was launched with the inaugural location in the Taklamakan 
Desert of China. The second event of RacingThePianet 100 will take place in the Kimberley of 
Western Australia. The Kimberley Ultramarathon will be held in the Outback between Kununurra and the 
Gibb River Road and El Questro Wilderness Park in Western Australia. Up to 100 competitors will compete 
over the 1 OOkm race that will deliver significant media impact for the region. 

RacingThePianet 
RacingThePianet is a unique category of rough country footraces that take place over seven days 
and some 250 kilometres in remote and culturally rich locations around the world. Competitors 
must carry all their own equipment and food, are only provided with water and a place in a tent 
each day but are supported by professional medical and operations teams. RacingThePianet is 
international; the events typically involve competitors from over 20 different countries with roughly 
1/3 from North America, 1/3 from Asia and 1/3 from Europe. 

Currently the events consist of the 4 Deserts, a series which encompasses the Gobi Desert in 
China, the Atacama Desert of Chile, the Sahara Desert in Egypt and Antarctica, and a fifth event 
which roves to a new location each year with the inaugural event held in Vietnam in February 
2008, Namibia in May 2009, and the Kimberley Region in 2010. The 4 Deserts events takes 
competitors on a journey through the driest, hottest, coldest and windiest places on earth which 
will test limits both mentally and physically. Racing the Planet won recent accolades from Time 
magazine being ranked 2na in the top ten endurance races around the world. 

The 2010 Racing the Planet event was an outstanding success according to the event organisers 
and participants. The spectacular countryside, amazing images and popularity of the event has 
prompted the organsiers to create an annual Kimberley Ultramarathon event in the North West 
region 

2. THE EVENT 

2.1 Event Objectives 
• To generate media coverage of the State through extensive television distribution of this 

significant world event; 
• To generate an image of the State as a vibrant and dynamic destination, full of activities; 
• To generate economic impact to the State. 

2 



Building capacity in the regions: 
• Visitation capacity will increase in the region particularly as the event gains promotion 

from the television broadcast. 
• Television, print and online media impact for the region. 
• Adventure based activities will be boosted by the event participants and promotion of the 

region. 
Retaining benefits in the regional communities: 

• The event holder will maintain an all-year round relationship with key stakeholders in the 
region to develop the event. 

• Event participation and activity creates positive social impact on the community. 
Improving services to regional communities: 

• Quality of the adventure industry will improve as the services required by the event are 
outlined. 

• The event holders will work closely with the local adventure service providers to create 
and develop the industry. 

Attaining sustainability: 
• Event aims to be environmentally focused. 
• Relatively low event costs and competitor entries will ensure that the event is financially 

sustainable. There is not a significant reliance on corporate sponsorship. 
Expanding opportunity: 

• Opportunities for the local event and adventure industries will be created. 
• Many Western Australian charities will benefit from the competitors entries and 

fundraising abilities. 
• The expected growth in the adventure industry will create immediate employment 

opportunities include the event management of the event. 
Growing prosperity: 

• The economic impact assessment indicates an enhanced visitor spend resulting from the 
event. 

• RacingthePianet will directly spend in the local community to deliver the event. 
• Enhanced local employment, education and career prospects. 

2.2 Proposer: National/International Controlling Body and/or Sanctioning Body 
Racing the Planet Limited 

2.3 Sanctioning 
n/a 

2.4 Proposed Venue and Date 
The Kimberley Ultramarathon will be held in the Outback between Kununurra and the Gibb 
River Road and El Questro Wilderness Park in Western Australia. 
Date- September 

2.5 Comparable Events within WA: Australia: Worldwide 
Anaconda Adventure Race (Series) 
Great Southern Adveture Race 
XPD Adventure Race Series 
Adventure Race World Cup 

3. EVENT BENEFITS COMPARED TO CRITERIA 

3.1 Economic Impact Evaluation 
The event is expected to deliver the following participants and supporters: 
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Athletes 100 4 nights $220 $88,000 

3.2 Media Impact Analysis 

As a part of Eventscorp's funding of Racing the Planet a 52 minute broadcast of the event will be 
produced and distributed by Beyond Action Productions. 

Interested media broadcasters have been identified as: 

NETWORK TEN 

Fox Sports 

Sky Sports NZ 

Extreme Channel- Cello Media 

CCTV 

Sport Ten 

Dubai TV 

ESPN- STAR SPORTS or 
Australian Network 

BskB - Sky Sports 

Australia 

Australia 

New Zealand 

Europe 

China 

India Pakistan, Sri Lanka, Maldives, Hong Kong and Indonesia 

Middle East 

UK, Wales, Scotland, Ireland, Isle of Man 

Eurosport Pan Europe 

Estimated Advertising Equivalent Value (AEV) 3m 

Internet 
Live website at www.racingtheplanet.com during events with special satellites, sending hourly 
breaking news to global email database. 

• Pictures, video clips, blogs, daily updates, feature articles. 
• Page views: 1 million views over 7 days of the 2010 Racing the Planet event (250km). 

Print Media 
Significant print media in key target markets by the way of feature articles including: 

• Forbes Magazine (US) 
• Runner's World (South Africa) 
• Fortune (US) 
• South China Morning Post (Hong Kong) 
• Outside Traveller Magazine 
• Financial Times (Global) 
• Lonely Planet- Special Editions 
• Sunday Times (UK) 

Funding will be allocated for a VJP Program for the event targeting key Action Sports magazines. 
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3.3 Event Frequency 
Annual (3 years 2011-2013 with options to continue) 

3.4 Private I Govt Funding 
Tourism WA $275,000 40% 
Private funding $410,000 

3.5 Development Potential 
There will be opportunities to build on marketing and positioning activities to further increase 
awareness of the event location and the propensity of spectators/competitors to travel to the 
event. 

4. FUNDING OUTLINE 

4.1 Preliminary Budget 

Revenue 
·Registration $160,000 
Sponsorship Funding $250,000 
EventscorQ Funding m215,ooo 
Total $685,000 

Expenditure 
0 perations/Log is tics $195,000 
Safety/Medical $49,000 
Functions $23,000 
Local Event organisers $76,000 
Contract staff $32,000 
Marketing/Promotion $85,000 
VJP $27,000 
Internet (web streaming) $42,000 
Television m16o,ooo 
Total $689,000 

4.2 Previous Funding (if applicable) 
N/A 

5. PROPOSER 
Racing the Planet Limited 
A local event company will be engaged to manage the major components of the event. 

5.1 Corporate Structure 
The event will be owned and operated by Racing the Planet Ltd. 
Local event organisers will be contracted to assist in the running and development of the event. 

5.2 Executives and Contact Persons 
Mary Adams 
CEO 
Racing the Planet Ltd 
Hong Kong 

5.3 Copy of last Audited Financial Statements and/or Credit Rating 
Being actioned 

5.4 Duties, responsibilities and obligations of Proposer to Eventscorp 
Complete event management, marketing, television and financial responsibility 
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6. EVENTSCORP'S ROLE 

6.1 Duties and Responsibilities of Eventscorp 
Develop and monitor the event contract and payment of funding, assist with event marketing 
within existing Tourism WA marketing activities, assist with event leveraging and providing 
tourism advice and research the media impact of the event on the State. 

6.2 Financial Exposure 
Tourism WA would be required to commit to an annual event fee of $140,000. In addition to 
the event fee it is recommended that $50,000 in funding is allocated to research and $60,000 
is allocated to marketing and leveraging the event. A four-year agreement will require a 
minimum investment of: 

Event Funding $275,000 $275,000 $275,000 
Event Research $25,000 $25,000 $25,000 
Event costs (signage etc) $10,000 $10,000 $10,000 
Totals $310,000 $310,000 $310,000 

6.4 Eventscorp funding source 
A Royalties for Regions cabinet submission is required to secure the event funding. 

7. CONTRACTUALARRANGEMENTS 
Eventscorp's standard contract will apply, including milestones on delivery of television 
broadcast into selected markets on acceptable networks to reduce risk. 

8. OTHER PARTIES CONSULTED 
Nil 

9. PERFORMANCE MEASURES .. RESEARCH/REPORTS 
Key performance indicators will be the hours of broadcast, cumulative audience, markets 
achieved and sponsorship media value. 

10.1 Proposed Areas of Research 
Media impact research. 

10.2 Proposed Method of Research 
Media value will be measured using the Sponsorship Media Value (SMV) and the Advertising 
Equivalent Value(AEV) methods. 

10.3 Funding Available for Research 
$25,000 will be available for full media impact research. 

11. DESIGNATED DEVELOPMENT MANAGER 
Glenn Hamilton 

12. DESIGNATED CONTRACT MANAGER 
tbc 

13 RECOMMENDATION 
It is recommended that Tourism WA allocate the following funding to the proposal: 

Tourism WA funding. 
'\Item ·.·.· 

Event Funding 
Event Research 

······· ...•. , '···· 

Event costs (signage etc) 

$275,000 $275,000 $275,000 
$25,000 $25,000 $25,000 
$10,000 $10,000 $10,000 
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I Totals 1 $31o,ooo 1 $31o,ooo 1 $31o,ooo 

Event Development Manager 

Signature Name 

Date 

14.2 Executive Director 

I agree/do not agree with the above recommendations. 

Signature Name 

Date 
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EXTRACT FROM MINUTES OF THE 4TH COMMISSION MEETING IN 2011 

DATE: 

VENUE: 

PRESENT: 

APOLOGIES: 

ATTENDEES: 

29 July 2011 

Level 9 Boardroom 
Tourism Western Australia 

Kate Lamont (Chair) 
David Mazitelli (Deputy Chairman) 
Stephen Wicks 
John Welborn (arrived at 8.50am) 
AI Donald 
Trish Ridsdale 
Howard Cearns 
Jane McKeon 

Neville Poelina 

COMMENCED: 8.35am 

CONCLUDED: 12.45pm 

Stephanie Buckland (Chief Executive Officer) 
David Lowe (Executive Director Corporate & Business Services) 
Derryn Belford (A/Manager Executive & Strategic Services) 
Laura Dawson (A/Executive Director Marketing) [part] 
David Van Ooran (Executive Director Eventscorp) [part] 
James Hewitt (Executive Director Infrastructure & Investment [part] 

9.7 Kimberley Ultramarathon 
Resolution: 
The Board ratified the Out of Session decision below, which had been supported by the 
majority of Board members. 
Original decision: 
The Tourism WA Board approved the recommendation to: 

1. Provide a total of $930,000 over three years for the Kimberley Ultramarathon as per the 
breakdown below. 

2. To seek the funding through Eventscorp's Royalties for Regions (R4R) Regional Events 
Funds. 

Table 1: Tourism WA funding: 
'arem ;, ' '>>:' ·,ygq}azgoJ.~,;-:;.!!i>iH t ·;-gp.t2(gQ.1,"$Ci_ isf;i;;\ ii'£lJf$/?.Q.fiJ}'i;::\:;tD" 
Event Funding $275,000 $275,000 $275,000 
Event Research $25,000 $25,000 $25,000 
Event costs (signage etc) $10,000 $10,000 $10,000 
Totals $310,000 $310,000 $310,000 

*Note all Royalties for Regions funding requests require the approval of the Department of 
Regional Development and Lands as well as Cabinet. 
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Media announcement of funding for 
Kimberley Ultramarathon 

26 August 2011 
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Fri 26 August, 2011 

Ultramarathon to showcase the beauty of the Kimberley region 
One of the world's most challenging race series will be staged in Western Australia's Kimberley region 
and broadcast to a worldwide television audience thanks to a significant funding boost from the State 
Government's Royalties for Regions program. 

Tourism Minister Kim Hames and Regional Development Minister Brendan Grylls have announced the 
Kimberley Ultramarathon would receive funding through Eventscorp's Regional Events Program, which is 
funded by Royalties for Regions for the next three years. 

The announcement was made in Broome by Sport and Recreation Minister Terry Waldron who said the 
Kimberley Ultramarathon, part of the Racing the Planet Series, would see participants compete in races 
through some of the most remote wilderness in the world. 

"The Kimberley Ultramarathon will be staged over 1 OOkm of rugged outback between Kununurra, the 
Gibb River Road and El Questro Wilderness Park," Mr Waldron said. 

"It will be a truly extraordinary experience in an extraordinary location. Organisers expect about 100 
people from about 30 countries to take part in the race." 

Tourism Minister Kim Hames said the funding for the program was part of a significant $40million over 
four-year commitment to regional events from the Royalties for Regions fund. 

"Regional events are important as they provide significant economic, cultural and social benefits to the 
community, as well as increase the region's profile through media exposure," Dr Hames said. 

"Hosting the Kimberley Ultramarathon is a fantastic opportunity to showcase our spectacular Kimberley 
region to the world and will illustrate how unique our vast State is." 

The Kimberley Ultramarathon will take place from September 2-4, 2011. For more information visit 
http://www. racingtheplanet. com 

Tourism Minister's office- 9222 8788 
Regional Development Minister's office - 9213 7000 
Sport and Recreation Minister's office- 9213 7200 
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Tourism WA and RacingThePianet 
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Schedule 

Item 1 

Item 2 

Item 3 

ltem4 

19 

Event Holder 

Event 

Term 

RacingThePianet Events Limited 
22/F, 148 Wing Lok Street 
Sheung Wan, Hong Kong 
CHINA 
Office Hours Tel: +852 8102 8113 
After Hours Tel: +852 3017 6762 

Kimberley Ultramarathon to be held September 
2-4, 2011 utilising Kununurra, the Gibb River 
Road and El Questro Wilderness Park with 
options for the 2012 and 2013 events. 

From the date of execution of this Agreement to 
a date which is 90 days after delivery to Tourism 
WA of the Event Report (in respect to the Event 
to be held in 2011) in accordance with clause 
15.1. 

There will be options for continuing the event in 
2012 and 2013 subject to agreeable terms by 
both parties within 3 months after the previous 
Event. 

Payment of Sponsorship Funding 

2011 $105,000 plus GST 
Options 
2012 $105,000 plus GST 

2013 $105,000 plus GST 

kbryden
Highlight








